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Soviet Bloc Elite Forces 


Introduction 


The élite forces of the Soviet Union and its Warsaw 
Pact allies are undoubtedly the largest in the world, 
and among the least known. Indeed, the Soviet élite 
formations alone have a total strength comparable 


to that of the entire British armed forces. There are 


extensive references to élite formations in Soviet 


ions, but seldom is detail 


military publi any 
provided on their mission or scope. The same is the 
case with the allied armies of the Warsaw Pact. The 
aim of this book is to provide a general review of 
these enigmatic troops through an examination of 
their historical roots, current organisation, equip- 
ment, uniforms and probable missions. (Due to the 
sensitive nature of this subject there are, neverthe- 
less, units which cannot be covered in this book. 
The élite forces of the Soviet Union and the 


Warsaw Pact differ from their Western counter- 


parts in a number of respects. Besides the 
conventional military élite formations such as 
airborne and marine forces, most Warsaw Pact 


armies have spe 
which are used for internal security 


al, ‘political’ élite formations 
These are not 
merely police formations, but have a distinct and 
important military róle in time of war: units like the 
KGB's Border G 
since 1945 than nearly any other Soviet milit 
formation. Therefore, while the main focus of this 
the élite 


ards have seen combat more often 


ry 


book will be on more conventional 
formations, some attention will be paid to these 


often ignored security units. 


Soviet Elite Forces 


The Armed Forces of the Soviet Union (VS-SSSR 
are organised into services which differ from the 
normal European or American practice. The V 
SSSR has four main elements: the Soviet Army, the 
Soviet Navy, the KGB's Border Guards and the 


A paratrooper radio operator of the Soviet VDV photographed 
during the 'Zapad-$1' exercises on Poland's western border in 
1981. Note the blank-firing device on the muzzle of his AKSD; 
and the late-model BMD-1M in the background, identified by 
the 30 mm turret gun in place of the standard 73 mm weapon. 
(Sovfoto) 


Interior Army of the MVD. The Soviet Army is the 
predominant force and consists of the Strategic 
Rocket Forces (RVSN), the Ground Forces (SV), 
the Air Forces (VVS), 
PVO). The largest of the Soviet élite organi 
is undoubtedly the airborne force, which forms a 
semi-autonomous branch of the VS-SSSR known 
as the VDV (Vozdushno-Desantnaya Voyska: the Air 
Assault The Soviet Army refers to its 
val Infantry ( Morskaya Pyekhota 
and they are an integral part of the Soviet Navy 
VMF 


and the Air Defence Forces 
ations 


Force 


marines as the ? 


Soviet paratroopers prepare their BMD-1M airborne combat 
vehicle for operations shortly after an air drop during the 1984 
‘Shield’ exercise in Czechoslovakia. The désaninik nearest the 
camera is armed with the new AKR, a short carbine version of 
the AKSD for vehicle crews. The VDV patch worn on both 
sleeves of the combat overall is very evident in this view. 
(Sovfoto) 


Of a more shadowy nature are the special troops 
of the GRU, which is the Intelligence service of the 
Armed Forces, and is an inter-service organisation 
the DIA. It is 
responsible for Intelligence troops in the various 
the VS-SSSR, including 
naissance and special purpose troops. The special 
troops of the GRU have traditionally been called 
razvedchiki (scouts) or vysotniki (rangers) in the Soviet 
Union, although these days they are popularly 
Spetsialnoye 
Purpose) due to their popularisation in the books of 
the former GRU officer the 
pseudonym of Viktor Suvorov. Elements of the 


somewhat akin to American 


branches of recon- 


called Spetsnaz Naznachenie: Special 


who writes under 


Border Guards also warrant characterisation as 
élite formations as they are far more than border 
police. The Soviet Army also has troops known as 
raydoviki (raiders), but this term may refer to other 
specialist troops like the Spetsnaz rather than to a 


distinct element of the army. 
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The VDV Airborne 
Forces 


The Soviet Armed Forces were the pioneers of 
paratroop and air landing forces in the late 1920s 
and early 1930s. Initial trials were conducted in 
1930 formation of the first 
paratroop landing unit (PDO: parashyutnodesantniy 


which led to the 
otryad) in the Leningrad Military District in 1931. 
By 1932 four of these units had been formed; and the 
following year the Leningrad unit was expanded 
into the 3rd Special Purpose Airborne Brigade, with 
both paratroop and assault glider sub-units. All 
four units were subsequently expanded in this 
fashion 

serious test came in the IG 


Military District (MD 
and they received world-wide atten- 


Their first 


34 
summer 


Byelorussian 


manoeuvr 


tion in 1935 when foreign observers were invited to 
the 1935 Ukrainian MD exercises near Kiev, where 
a public drop of 2,500 paratroops was made. This 
was an unprecedented display of this new branch, 
and served as an important catalyst in inspiring 


interest in airborne forces elsewhere in Europe and 


America. Although part of the Air Force at the 
time, in 1939 the 212th Airborne Brigade was 
deployed to the Far East, where it received its 
baptism of fire as ordinary infantry in the battle of 
Khalkin Gol against the Japanese Army. During 
the invasion of Poland in September 1939 the 201st, 
204th and 214th Airborne Brigades were com- 
mitted, but saw little if any action in an airborne 
role. 

The first use of Soviet paratroopers in combat 
took place in 1929, when small detachments were 
dropped in Central Asia to combat Islamic rebels 
The first full scale combat jump in history was made 
near Petsamo, Finland, in November 1939 by 
Soviet airborne troops; but this was not particularly 


successful, nor was a later jump against the 
Mannerheim line. In view of the dismal perfor- 
mance of regular Red Army troops, three of these 
élite Air Force brigades were committed to the 


Airborne Brigades were parachuted and air: 
during the occupation of Romanian Be: 


arabia, 
with the 214th Airborne Brigade serving as a 
reserve. 

The success of these units, and their fine combat 
record, led to the decision at the end of 1940 to 


expand the VDV to six brigades. In 1941 
ssessments of the German successes with airborne 
troops led the Soviet Armed Forces pand the 
five European VDV brigades into Airborne Corps, 
with the sixth brigade remaining in the Far East. 
Each of these Corps consisted of three brigades, 
though by Western standards the 
of divisional size. These units were still being formed 
when war broke out with Germany in June 1941, 
and their technical assets were completely in- 
adequate. For example, a 
brigades required about 120 TB-3 bomber, 
transports to carry out an airdrop—but the VDV 
never had more than 200 TB-3s available to it at 
any one time. Moreover, the Luftwaffe made short 
shrift of even this small force. Following the 
devastating Luftwaffe attacks on Soviet airfields in 
June 1941, the VDV was never able to muster more 
than 25 TB-3 bombers. Later, they managed to 
appropriate about 50 PS-84s (DC-3 copies) from 
the civilian Aeroflot, but each of these could carry 
fewer than 20 paratroopers with their gear. 


to e 


ps were in fact 


single one of their 16 


This shortage of airlift meant that the VDV units 
spent most of the war under the control of the Red 
Army as normal infantry. Strangely enough, the 
VDV was expanded into ten Corps in September 
1941, and two independent assault glider regiments 
were added in August 1942. In the early winter of 
1942 there were several attempts to employ some of 
these units in the airborne róle on the Western 
Front. The 201st Airborne Brigade was dropped 
behind German lines near Medzyn on the night of 
3 January. The atrocious weather prevented the 
planned air-landing of reinforcements; and the unit 
had to fight its way out in blizzard conditions. It 
was used again in another failed drop near Vya 
on 18 January; and the 204th Airborne Brigade was 
dropped near Rzhev 14-22 February to 
reinforce an isolated army group. 

The most ambitious plan was to drop the entire 
4th Airborne Corps near Vyazma behind German 
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zma 


on 


Soviet paratroopers pose in front of the open clamshell doors 
of an Il-76 transport before a winter jump. They wear the 
standard Soviet Army pile cap—is/ianic—instead of the usual 
winter jump helmet, perhaps because of very low tempera- 
tures. (Sovfoto) 


The Soviets have pioneered the use of heavy platforms for 
borne landings; these appear to be BMD platforms. Posts 
protrude beneath the platforms, triggering a retro-rocket to 
soften the impact of the main structure. 


lines. In order to do this, 550-600 heavy aircraft 
were needed; but instead they were provided with 
only 22 clapped-out TB-3s and 40 Aeroflot PS-845. 
In view of this lack of equipment, the plans called 
for the air transport regiments to fly two or three 
sorties every night for a week. From 27 January to 2 
February about 2,100 paratroopers (a quarter of 
the Corps 
conditions: the operation was a complete fiasco, and 


were dropped in appalling winter 


the survivors were absorbed into a neighbouring 
cavalry unit. The remainder of the 4th Airborne 
Corps was mobilised later in the month for a drop 
behind German lines to support a counter-offensive 
against Yukhnov. No additional 
available, so the unit was dropped on the nights of 


aircraft were 


18 to 22/23 February in even worse weather 


conditions. The Corps was badly scattered, and 
fought as isolated partisan units until June, when 
the last isolated remnants broke out through the 
German lines. An operation scheduled to last three 
days had turned into a five-month campaign! 
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These heroic, slap-dash operations led the Soviet 
High Command to convert the Corps to Guards 
Rifle fought 
distinction in and at 


Divisions in They with 


the 


1942 
northern Caucasus 
Stalingrad. Traditions die hard, however; the Air 
Force managed to have them re-formed as Guards 
Airborne Divisions from September 1942 to 
February 1943, and six new divisions were added 
the 1943. 
remained as élite infantry under Red Army control 
In September 1943 


planned, to parachute and air-land 10,000 troops of 


after summer of Nevertheless, they 


another major drop was 
the 1st, 3rd and 5th Guards Airborne Brigades over 
the Dniepr River to secure a bridgehead. The 
attempt was a costly failure. By a cruel irony, the 
only successful airborne operation by Soviet forces 
in the Second World War were small-scale drops by 
special Naval Infantry paratroopers in the Crimea, 
and operations by improvised Army units during 
the campaign against the Japanese in Manchuria in 
1945. 

The VDV emerged from the war in a state of 
disarray. On the one hand, the VDV 
displayed exemplary courage and heroism, and 
received 


units had 


some 196 'desantniki—airborne troops 


the highest Soviet decoration, the Hero of the Soviet 
Union medal. Yet on the other hand nearly all 
major airborne operations had been badly man- 
aged fiascos. Even though the VDV was part of the 
Air Force, insufficient aircraft were provided, which 
foredoomed many of the operations. The issue of 
airlift would remain a pressing concern of the VDV 
for the next few decades 

In 1946, the VDV was transferred from the Air 
Force to the direct control of the Ministry of 
Defence to serve as a strategic reserve. Over the next 


decade the VDV languished, but the future róle of 


the airborne divisions was examined in the light of 


Second World War experience. Assessments of the 
conduct of airborne operations by other armies 
were not particularly encouraging. The Soviets 
concluded that with the exception of the German 
use of paratroopers in Holland and Belgium in 
1940, 
failures or had no decisive impact on the conduct of 


wartime airborne operations were either 


army operations. Moreover, these assessments 


found that airborne forces gained tactical success 
only when fighting against severely weakened or 


disheartened opponents. When facing quality units, 


as in the encounter between British airborne and 
German armoured units at Arnhem, the results 
were usually catastrophic for the airborne units due 
10 their lack of firepower. 

Yet the conviction remained that an airborne 
force had enormous operational potential for 
wreaking havoc in an enemy's rear arca in support 


of conventional mechanised forces. As a result, the 


VDV was retained; and efforts were initiated to 
circumvent the problems with airlift and firepower 
In 1956 the VDV was switched to the Ground 
Forces and came under the control of Gen. V. F 
Margelov, a wartime hero of the Soviet Naval 
Infantry, who would lead the VDV through its 
modernisation programmes over the next decades 
to the VDV 
came in 1955 with the first flight of the An-8 


The first substantial enhancement 


transport, which was the first modern aircraft of the 


VTA (Military Transport Aviation) to have any 


A company of {i are inspected by their officers before a 
winter drop from an Il-76. They wear the padded jump helmet 
derived from tank crew headgear, In the background a 
number of D-30 122 mm howitzers are being towed to the flight 
line to participate in the drop. (Sovfoto) 


The rogrd Guards Air Assault Div. remains the primary 
reserve of the ‘Limited Contingent of Soviet Forces— 
Afghanistan’, and is stationed at Bagram airfield. Here a group 
of desantriki in service uniform pose with Afghan soldiers. 


real capability to drop or land airborne forces. Prior 
to the arrival of the An-8, the VDV had been forced 
, supplemented 
B-29 copies) in 


to rely on the old Li-2 (C-47 copy 
by Tu-4 bombers the 
dropping role. The An-8 was followed in 1964 by 
the more successful An-12, which has been the 
backbone of the VDV's airlift to this day. 

A key shortcoming in VDV firepower was the 
inability of its units to deal with enemy tanks. The 
VDV had been the world's first force to be equipped 
with recoilless anti-tank weapons in the mid-1930s, 


cargo 


but these were never entirely successful. Airborne 
units began to receive the new B10 82 mm recoilless 
rifle (RCL) in the early 1950s, and this was followed 
later by the more potent B11 107 mm RCL which 
benefited from the evaluation of US RCLs captured 
in Korca. For short range defence against tanks, the 
VDV initially received a copy of the Second World 
War German Panzerfaust, the RPG-1, which was 


followed in the early 1950s by the considerably 
more potent RPG- 
apons like RCLs were too bulky 


Crew-served we 
to be dropped with the paratroopers, so special 
containers were developed which could be dropped 


by even the 11-28 jet bomber. Besides these crew- 
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served weapons, the firepower of airborne divisions 
was considerably enhanced by the development of 
special light armoured vehicles. In the early 1950s 
Soviet design teams worked on a lightly armoured, 
tracked 76 mm howitzer, the ASU-76, and a similar 
57 mm gun tank destroyer, the ASU-57. The latter 
was accepted for quantity production and entered 
each 


service in 19; with nine in airborne 


regiment. It could be carried in special P-90 
parachute containers, one under each wing of a 
Tu-4 bomber. Later, a special heavy load platform 
was designed for the new An-8 transport which 
employed a special retro-rocket braking system. 
Work followed on a light airborne tank and a light 
airborne tank destroyer based on the PT-76 scout 
tank; but only the latter, designated ASU-85, was 
accepted for production. It entered service in 1960, 
and 31 serve in each airborne division’s assault gun 
Unlike the ASU-57, it was designed 
primarily for air-landing from the new, larger 
An-12 transport. Over the next decade further 
improvements were made in the VDV’s airlift 


battalion. 


capability and firepower. In the wake of the Cuban 
missile crisis embarrassment in 1963, the Politburo 


decided that it must significantly re 
capabilities to project its power worldwide. As a 


mp Soviet 


The VDV often use the standard Soviet Army white snow 
camouflage overalls during winter manoeuvres, and some 
units are ski-qualified. (Sovfoto) 


result in 1964 the VDV was again shifted back to 
the direct control of the Defence Ministry as a 
special force for the Soviet High Command. 

The reorganisation of the VDV as a 
autonomous branch of the Soviet Army marked a 
significant watershed in VDV history. It was 


semi- 


shortly after this decision that two important 
changes began to be implemented, which have 
resulted in a major shift in the complexion of the 
VDV 
1960s the Soviet Ground Forces had undergone 
tactical and equipment changes to permit their 
units to fight on a nuclear contaminated battlefield. 
The VDV realised that airborne divisions could be 
extremely theatre 


changes which continue to this day. In the 


useful in nuclear war by 


exploiting the devastation created by nuclear 
strikes, However, their troops could not survive 
unprotected in the contaminated regions where 
they would be expected to land and operate. The 
VDV selected the same option as the Ground 
Forces’ infantry units: that is, an armoured vehicle 
which permitted the desantniki to fight from within 
the protection of the vehicle. The VDV initiated 
development of a smaller, lighter version of the 
Ground Forces’ BMP infantry combat vehicle. This 
emerged in 1970 as the BMD (Boyevaya Maschina 
Desantnaya: Airborne Combat Vehicle). 


The BMD Airborne Combat Vehicle 

The introduction of the BMD in 1970 marked the 
shift of the VDV from a force depending primarily 
on light, air-landed infantry to a mechanised air 
assault force with considerably more firepower. The 
BMD is a unique type of vehicle; no other army 
fields an armoured vehicle specifically designed for 
airborne infantry squad action. Initially, the BMDs 
were used to equip only one of the three regiments in 


each division. However, as production has con- 
tinued, this has been gradually expanded to the 
point where all three regiments in most divisions are 
now fully BMD-equipped; and there are now about 
320 BMDs in each division. As the BMD became 
available, the ASU-57 was gradually withdrawn 
from ser 

The BMDis, in many respects, a smaller cousin of 
the BMP. It uses the 
de-rated version of the same engine. However, the 


ice. 


ame turret assembly, and a 


hull design and suspension are completely new. The 


Jump training for the VDV includes tower jumps, and many 
other exercises familiar to Western paratroopers. Note that 
weapons are carried during training. 


internal configuration of the BMD differs con- 
siderably from the BMP, and is even more cramped. 
The hull forward of the turret contains stations for 
three crewmen: the squad commander to the left, 


the driver in the centre, and the squad machine 
gunner to the right. Each has his own hatch and 
vision periscopes; the commander and machine 
gunner also have firing ports from which the squad 
PKM or RPK can be fired. Immediately behind 
this forward compartment is the turret, which 
appears to be identical to that found on the BMP, 
and is crewed by a single gunner. The main 2A20 
73 mm low pressure gun is automatically loaded 
from a revolving magazine of 40 rounds. The 9M 14M 
Malyutka (AT-3 ‘Sagger’) missile launcher above 
the main gun is manually loaded, and two ‘ready’ 
rounds are carried internally. The turret is also 
fitted with a co-axial PKT 7.62 mm machine gun. 
Behind the turret assembly is the seating for the 
s of the squad. On the later 


three remaining membe 
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versions of the BMD the two squad members on 
either side are provided with firing ports. The 
engine and transmission are found in the rearmost 
compartment. There is a large internal fuel pannier 
in the right rear corner of the vehicle, supplemented 
on later vehicles by two small external tanks. The 
BMD has a 
down when the vehicle is paradropped, and which 
can be used to lower its height during air transit. It 


variable suspension which is locked 


and biological 


is fully protected by chemical, atomic 
filters: the early versions used active infra-red night 
sights, but more recent models have passive image 
intensification night sights. 

The BMD is lightly armoured, although some 
sources indicate that its armour is heavier than that 
on the BMP (20 mm ys. 14 mm). Nevertheless, this 
is only adequate for protection against small arms 
fire and artillery shrapnel. It has formidable 
firepower, and excellent mobility; but its light 
size have resulted in 


ht and small 


we some 
performance and handling constraints. The arma- 


ment system shares the same shortcomings as that 


The principal air defence for VDV units is the compact 
‘Sergei’ 23 mm twin anti-aircraft gun. Its lack of sophisticated 
fire controls lessens its effectiveness against high perform- 
ance aircraft; but it can be a formidable weapon when used 
against ground targets. (Sovfoto) 


on the BMP: the Malyutka missile is difficult to ain 
due to its primitive guidance system, especially fron 
a moving armoured vehicle; the main 73 mm gun is 
short-ranged: and its finned projectile is vulnerable 
extent than morc 
conventional ammunition. The BMD is not : 
particularly rugged vehicle, either, and drivers ar 
instructed 


to cross-winds to a greater 


to drive with care at high speeds t 
prevent damage to the suspension and lower body 
panels. 

The BMD has been plagued by many other 
structural shortcomings. Its fuel tank is poorly 
supported, and when it is partially empty the fuc 
around, loosening it from th 


tends to slosh 


mountings: as can be imagined, a loose and 
damaged fuel tank in the engine compartment can 
be quite dangerous. The transmission is fragile, and 
when shifting gears under a heavy load the shift 
lever sometimes pulls free from the shifting fork 
ar. This can bc 


avoided by the driver lowering the engine RPMs 


leaving the transmission stuck in g 


before shifting, but this requires more driver carı 
than is often exhibited in the field. There have also 
been reports that BMD drivers frequently tamper 
with the governor to coax a bit more speed out of thc 


engine, which has resulted in some instances in 


undue strain on the transmission, and burned-out 
clutch plates. Of more concern to the crew is the 
poor ventilation in the early models. Insufficient 
attention was paid during the design stage to the 
problem of venting gun fumes when the squad fires 
cither its own weapons or the main vehicle weapons 
while ‘buttoned up’ in combat. There were some 
problems as a notably, 
ws. This problem has been ad- 


severe result: most 


asphyxiated cr 
dressed in later models, which have improved 
ventilation. Yet, in spite of these shortcomings, the 
BMD provides the VDV with unparalleled 
firepower and mobility in its airborne regiments; 
and many of these problems have been rectified in 
later models. 

The first version of the BMD, which appeared in 
1970, would seem to have been a pre-series type 
which was used for initial operational testing. In 
1973 an improved type appeared, the BMD-1 


Model 1973. The main external change was a new 
cular CBR filter vent on the right side of the hull 
in lieu of the earlier square panel. In about 1980 the 


BMD-1M appeared: this was a heavily redesigned 


vehicle, distinguishable externally by a new style of 
roadwheels, and by new grill vents on the vehicle 
bow. Internal improvements probably took place as 


well. In 1981 a variant of this vehicle was shown at 
the “Zapad-81' manoeuvres with a new 30 mm 
automatic cannon in lieu of the earlier 73 mm gun. 


The main attraction of such a weapon is that it offers 


greater accuracy and longer-ranged performance 
than the 73 mm low pressure gun. The most recent 


improvement in 


the vehicles firepower was 


The SD-44 85 mm anti-tank gun is a deri 
weapon, modified for airborne use by the addi 
auxiliary motor which permits the gun to be driven away 
under its own power at low speed, eliminating the need for a 
towing vehicle. Like the ASU-57 just visible in the centre 
background, it seems to be in the process of gradual 
replacement by more modern weapons. (Sovfoto) 


publicly displayed for the first time in 1983. On this 
version of the BMD-1M, the 9M 14M Malyutka has 
ed by the gK 111 Fagot (AT-4 ‘Spigot’ 

nk missile with its assoc’ 


been repla 


ted 98451 launcher. 


ant- 
The 
Milan, and is a considerably more accurate system 
than the Malyutka. However, the current fitting is 
of an improvised nature, and in order to fire the 
missile the gunner has to open the hatch and 
operate the launcher controls on the outside of the 


agot appears to be based on the Euromissile 


turret. 
Besides these five variations of the BMD-1 se 


there are at least two support versions in use, 
believed to be designated as BMD-2, but known in 
NATO as the BMD Model 1979. 
lengthened versions of the BMD with an added 
road wheel on each side. The basic BMD-2 is a 


"These 


are 


support vehicle and can be used to tow light 


weapons such as the ZU-23 anti-aircraft gun; the 
BMD-2KShM vehicle with ad- 
ditional communic: 
of the BMD-1, ther 
the initial types with the star pattern wheels, and 
the later types with the bow grills and sun-burst 
pattern wheels like the BMD-1M. The BMD is now 
being joined by a new airborne assault gun vehicle, 
possibly designated MZA, to replace the older 
ASU-85. 


is a command 


tions equipment. As in the case 


are two families of the BMD-2: 
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Parachute or Helicopter? 
The second important change in the VDV came in 
1967, when the Soviet Army began experimenting 


he VDV had 


with the tactical use of helicopters. 
always been envisioned as a 
landing force. However, ai 


implied the ability to seize an airfield in advance of 


the arrival of the main force. This proved practical 


ations against erstwhile 


iin peacetime ope 
allies, like the seizure of Prague airport in the 1968 
Czechoslovak invasion and Kabul airport in the 


1979 Afghanistan invasion. In wartime, against a 
mobilised foe, the prospects for such an action are 
dubious. In the US Army 
demonstrated a suitable alternative in the form of 


more the 1960s 
the tactical employment of helicopters in this róle, 
notably in Vietnam. While helicopters were hardly 


new to the military scene, the arrival of new models 


iable turbine engine made 
them more practical for this demanding róle. In the 


powered by the more r 


The ASU-85 assault gun remains in use in Soviet airborne 
units, though it is now being replaced. It is not designed for 
parachuting, and must be air-landed, in this case by An-12 
transports. (Sovfoto) 


Soviet Union the Mi-8 began to replace the older, 
bulkier Mi-4, and this permitted the formation of 
the first airmobile brigades in the early 1970s. The 
airmobile brigades are light infantry formations 
which do not use the BMD; but in the late 1970s air 
assault brigades were formed—a heavier counter- 
part, in which two of the four infantry battalions are 
equipped with BMDs. The BMDs can be carried by 
the Mi-6 helicopter, but units are now beginning to 
receive the improved Mi-26. 

The VDV, since its 1964 subordination to the 
Ministry of Defence, has been used primarily as a 
strike and 

1968 invasion of 
Assault Division was 


use in sensitive 
demanding missions. In the 
Czechoslovakia the 103rd Air 


air-landed at Prague airport after it had been seized 


strategic force for 


by a special operations team, a Spetsnaz GRU 
group. In 1979 the rosth Air Assault Division, 
supported by elements of the 103rd Air Assault 
Division, was air-landed at Kabul airport. 


Operation ‘Danube’ 


The plans for the invasion of Czechoslovakia in 


This Soviet illustration shows the internal configuration of the 
BMD-1: (1) Wave deflector, raised when the vehicle is 
‘swimming’ water obstacles. (2) 9M14M Malyutka anti-tank 
missile. (3) Driver's hatch. (4) Gun elevation wheel assembly. 
(5) 1PNazMi gunner’s sight. (6) Turret hatch. (7) TNPO-170 
gunner’s periscope. (8) 73 mm ammunition. (9) Rear 


August 1968 were called Operation ‘Danube’. The 
Soviet Army formed a Danube High Command, 
and organised support the 
operation. The Central Front, commanded by Col 
Gen. Magarov, covered the Czech border from East 
Germany through to the Polish Silesian Military 
District. The Carpathian Front under Col. Gen 
Bisyarin covered the Czechoslovak frontier from the 
Military 
the 


three Fronts to 


District into the Soviet 
Southern 


Polish Warsaw 


Union; and Front covered the 


compartment access hatch. (10) MK-4s periscope. 
Hydrojet water propulsion system for ‘swimming’. (12) 5D20 
engine. (13) Pneumatic suspension element. (14) Gunner's seat. 
(15) Used shell collector. (16) Driver's seat. (17) Track tension 
mechanism. 


The VDV was 


ts air assault divisions, of 


Hungarian-Czechoslovak border 


ordered to mobilise two ol 


which one, the 103rd Guards Air Assault Division, 
would be used in a coup de main directed against 
Prague, with the other division in reserve. These 
forces were put directly under the Danube High 
Command. In addition, elements of the Polish 6th 


The pneumatic suspension permits the height of the vehicle to 
be compressed when ‘palletised’ for an air drop—an effect 
seen clearly in this photo of a BMD-1M. 
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Pomeranian Air Assault Division were 
task of seizing the airfield at Pardubice. 

On the evening August 1968 
unscheduled Aeroflot An-24 light transport aircraft 
approached Ruzyme Airport on the north-east 


signed the 


of 20 an 


outskirts of Prague and asked permission to land. 
"This was granted, and the aircraft landed at about 
2030 hrs and taxied to the end of the runway, where 
it parked. A second aircraft arrived shortly before 
midnight from Lviv in the Ukraine, and disem- 
barked Soviet officials in civilian dress who talked 
briefly with Cz 
before departing shortly afterwards. At midnight, 
as the troops of the Central and Carpathian F 
began crossing the Czechoslovak frontie 
control tower received telephone instructions to 


ech airport and state security officials 


ots 
the 


close down. The airport swarmed with Soviet 
‘civilians’ who began to take up positions around 
the field. 

At about 0200 hrs on the morning of 21 August 
two military An-12 aircraft, escorted by MiG-215, 
approached and landed at the airport. The An-12s 
ied up to the airport buildings and rapidly 
disembarked two companies of desantniki, totalling 


tay 


about 180 troops. This advance group took over the 
airport from the ‘civilian’ team. With the airport 
secure, the command An-24, which had been sitting 
at the end of the runway since the beginning of the 
operation, ordered the first of five squadrons of 


An-12s of the VTA to begin landing the remainder 
of the 103rd Guards Air Assault Division’s battle 
group. The landings were controlled from the fully 
equipped An-24 rather than the tower. The An-12s 
contained a number of ASU-8 
personnel carriers, which we 
special assault team to seize the presidential palace 
on Hradcany Hill in Prague 
division was used to surround key government 


and armoured 


used to form a 


he remainder of the 


buildings, communications centres and other 


facilities. At about 0600 hrs, after the Czechoslovak 


radio station in Prague announced that the invasion 
had occurred, the division was ordered to break in 
and seize all communication facili 
quickly accomplished. Shortly afterwards the lead 
elements of the 6th Guards Motor Rifle Division, at 
the head of the Central Front, began entering 
Prague, followed by armoured units of the 35th 
Motor Rifle Division. These units reinforced the 


s. This was 


103rd. Air Assault, and were allotted the main 
responsibilities for occupying Prague. Meanwhile, 
the airfield at Hradec Kralove had been seized by a 
helicopter assault unit, possibly one of the new 
formations of the VDV. 

textbook 
example of Soviet airborne operations. A special 
Spetsnaz team, in this case in civilian clothes, 


Operation ‘Danube’ provides a 


occupies key administrative locations. The airborne 
force follows to seize the key target rapidly, but 
because of its relatively small size is quickly linked 
up with mechanised forces to control the objective. 


The BMD-1 Model 1973 has been the standard production 
version of this unique vehicle. It has the improved circular 
CBR air vent as compared with the square vent of the earlier 
Model 1970. This parading BMD is marked with the Guards 
insignia on the turret, and on the hull side with the badge 
shown as our Plate Lz. (Sovfoto) 


Ae. 


hc A 


The VDV has been turning increasingly to the use of 
helicopters for the airlift róle—in this case, an airmobile 
brigade operation during the 1984 ‘Shield’ exercise in 
Czechoslovakia, using an Mi-8. (Sovfoto) 


This operation ran relatively smoothly, if only 
because of the near total lack of Czech opposition. 


The Invasion of Afghanistan 

The invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 provides a 
slightly different picture of Soviet airborne envelop- 
The airborne forces allotted to the 


ment technique: 
Afghan invasion were larger than those used in 
Czechoslovakia, probably due to the presumption 
that resistance was more likely. As in the case of 
Czechoslovakia, the VDV was to provide troops for 


a coup de main against the capital with the aim of 
eliminating the Afghan President, Hafizullah 
Amin, and installing in his place a new puppet 
government under Babrak Karmal. 

A special VDV task force was formed under the 
command of Maj. Gen. Moussa Ye 
ing of one regiment each from the 103rd and 104th 
Guards Assault Divisions, and the entire 105th 
Guards Air Assault Division. In the first two we 


nov, consist- 


of December 1979 the Soviets began transferring 
about 1,500 additional personnel into Afghanistan, 
including a regiment of the 1o3rd Guards Air 
Assault Regiment on 7-9 December and a second 
regiment from the 104th on 21-22 December, to 
assist in controlling Bagram airport outside Kabul. 
Soviet advisers in Afghanistan began attempts to 
paralyse the Afghan armed forces by withdrawing 
armoured vehicles into motor pools for ‘winte 
sation’, and conducting ‘inventories’ on stocks of 
ammunition and missiles. Soviet advisers also 
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convinced Amin that the presidential palace on the 
outskirts of Kabul would be easier to defend against 
rebel attack than the residence in Kabul, and this 
helped to effectively isolate him from many loyal 
Afghan troops in the capital. 

On 24 December 1979 the VDV forces at 
Bagram, 19 km outside Kabul, seized control of the 
airfield. This was quickly followed by the first of 280 
sorties by VTA An-12s, An-22s and 11-76s, fe ying 
in the main elements of the 105th Guards Air 


Assault Division from its home base in Fergana in 
the neighbouring Turkestan Military District. 
Unlike the 1968 operation, the airborne troops in 
1979 were fully mechanised with BMD due to the 
distance to the capital and the greater likelihood of 
fighting. The airport was secured in five hours. 
Other Soviet divisions began crossing the Afghan 
border on 25 December, focusing on Kabul. With 
their base fully secured, the airborne forces began 
moving towards Kabul on the evening of 27 
December, after most key government and com- 
munications buildings had been seized by Spetsnaz 


teams. 

A special battle group, commanded by the 
former head of a KGB special operations school, 
Col. Bayerenov, was assembled to depose Amin at 
the Darulaman Palace. The interval between the 
initial landings at the Bagram air base and the 
actual move against the palace permitted Amin to 


gather a weak force of loyal troops around the 
palace, including a small number of tanks. The 
airborne task force, apparently using only lightly 
armoured BMDs and ASU-85s, assaulted. the 
palace, losing several vehicles to the fire of the 
Afghan tanks. However, Afghan resistance was 
soon overcome, and Amin, his family, and his 
closest advisers were killed, probably by Soviet 


security personnel accompanying the task force. 

The airborne units were later used to seize other 
key Afghan centres such as Kandahar, as well as the 
strategic Salang Pass. The main force remained in 
the Bagram air base area once the remainder of 
Soviet forces had entered Afghanistan throughout 
January 1980. Later in 1980 the airborne forces in 
Afghanistan were reorganised: the 105th Guards 
Airborne Division was disbanded and its place at 
Bagram was taken by the 103rd Guards Airborne 
Division. This unit is used as a reserve by Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan, and has been deployed on 


Troops of the 36th Guards Naval Infantry Regt. receive 
political instruction during field exercises in the 19705. Since 
this photo was taken the beret insignia have changed—see 
Plate D. (Sovfoto) 


special operations. The 345th Guards Independent 


Air Assault Regiment is also apparently stationed at 
Bag le, 
operating out of Shir seen 


There is also an air assault briga 

Khan, 

extensive combat against the Islamic guerrillas. 
The first VDV paratrooper to be decorated for 


am. 


which has 


conspicuous gallantry in action was Sr. Sgt. A. 
Mironenko, named in 1980 as a Hero of the Soviet 


Union, the highest Soviet military decoration. 


However, the Soviet press has generally played 
down the fighting in Afghanistan, and it was not 
until 1984 that any significant attention was paid to 
the efforts of the VDV. One of the few heroes to have 
emerged from the Afghanistan fighting was a young 
paratroope 
to a sapper unit, probably of the rogrd Air A: 
Division. In February 1984 his squad was attacked 


Sgt. Nikolai Chepik, who was assigned 


ault 


by the mujahadeen, and Chepik was wounded twice 
in the legs. His squad was cornered, and as the 
mujahadeen closed in Chepik set off a stack of 
demolition charges or grenades, killing himself and 


The principal armoured vehicle of the Naval Infant 
BTR-60PB; these have only limited amphibious capability, and 
are as often as not landed on or very close to the beach from 
their Polnocny LSTs. (Sovfoto) 


about 30 Afghans. He was posthumously named a 
Hero of the Soviet Union, and his exploits have 
been celebrated in the Soviet press ever since. Seven 
VDV troops have received this decoration up to the 


beginning of 1985. 

Besides the combat deployments of airborne units 
in Afghanistan and Czechoslovakia, the VDV has 
been involved in a number of other operations. In 


the 1977 Ogaden desert war the VDV provided 
equipment and command personnel to the Ethi- 
opian and Cuban forces, including BMDs which 
were airlifted behind Somali lines. In the 1973 crisis 
ipitated by the Yom Kippur War, the Soviet 
Army mobilised three airborne divisions as part of 


pre 


their threat of intervention in the Middle East 
fighting: reportedly, a regiment of the 106th Guards 
Air Assault Division was moved to Belgrade airport 
in anticipation of deployment to Syria. 


The VDV Today 


The VDV, under the command of Army Gen. D. 
Sukhorukov, 
divisions, of which one, the 106th Guards Air 


currently fields seven air assault 
Assault Division in the Tula-R yazan area, is usually 
earmarked for training purposes. It would also 
appear that the 44th Guards Airborne Division at 
Jonava in the Baltic Military District is kept as a 


skeleton formation for training purposes, but is not 


Kie: val 


war-ready, as the other seven divisions are. The 
current divisions and their stations are shown in the 
accompanying chart, although it should be borne in 
mind that there are certain discrepancies in the 
unclassified listings of these units. 

These units are under the direction of the 
Ministry of Defence, and in time of war would serve 
as the primary strategic reserve of the STAVKA 
High Command). Besides these units, the VDV 
appears to be responsible for the airmobile brigades 
and the air assault brigades, However, in contrast to 
the airborne divisions, these brigades 


sub- 


ordinate to the Ground Forces in their respective 
military districts. There are currently believed to be 
four airmobile brigades, ten air assault brigades, 
and an airmobile battalion with each forward- 
deployed tank or combined-arms Army. 

The airborne divisions are based around three 


airborne regiments with supporting arms, This 


Each Naval Infantry Regt. is supported by a tank batt: 
pped with a mix of PT-76B amphi 

tanks. Here tank crews and infantry; 

prior to an operation, (Sovfoto) 


organisational structure is relatively loose in order 
to permit the divisions to be deployed in sub- 
divisional formations. A typical example would be 
an airborne regiment combat group with attached 
support units from elsewhere in the division, such as 


illery and engineer support. Like the airborne 


on, the airborne regiment is triadic: its core is 
formed by three airborne battalions with support 
provided rerafi 
battery, anti-tank battery, and other units. A more 
detailed picture is provided in the accompanying 
charts. 


anti- 


by an battery, mortar 


With a strength of about 6,500 troops, Soviet 
airborne divisions have considerably less manpower 
than units such as the US Army's 82nd Airborne 
Division, but have considerably more firepower 


The elderly PT-76B's amphibious capability makes it the 
principal tank of the Naval Infantry forces. The Pohony class 
LST, seen here, represents the bulk of the Soviet landing ship 
fle is im fact of Polish construction, being built at 
Gdansk—the Polish designation is ODS. (Sovfoto) 


and mobility due to their mechanisation with about 
320 BMDs. The Soviet and American airborne 
units are fundamentally different in orientation. 
Whereas the Soviet units are mechanised air assault 
units, the US units are light infantry air assault 
units. 

The strategic the VDV's seven 
divisions is circumscribed by the airlift assets of the 
The 
VTA currently deploys about 600 medium and 
long range aircrafi comprising 370 An-12, 170 
Il-76 and 50 An-22. The An-12 
km, and can carry one or two BMDs; a single BMD- 
equipped airborne regiment requires go to 115 


mobility of 


Soviet VTA (Military Transport Aviation). 


a range of 1,400 


An-12 aircraft for an operation. The An-12 is being 
slowly replaced by the much-improved Il-76, which 
has a range of 5,300 km and can carry three 
BMDs or 120 desantniki. A BMD-eguipped 
50 to 65 Il-76 for a mission. 


borne 


"giment would require 
The 


76 and An-12 are supplemented by the 


The mammoth AIST hovercraft are currently being adopted 
by the Soviet Navy in larger numbers; they are capable of 
carrying tanks, as evident in this view of a disembarking T-74. 
The Soviet Naval Infantry pioneered the use of hovercraft in 
amphibious landings. (Sovfoto) 
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5 of the Naval Infantry; normally each regiment has ten 
s tank battalion, of which three are often the TO-55 
flamethrower version. (Sovfoto) 


Naval Infantry disembark from an AIST hovercraft. The main 
attraction of these craft is their ability to land their 
complement on shore and return quickly to the larger 


transports for another load. (Sovfoto) 


enormous An-22 Antei, which can carry 175 troops 
or four BMDs to a maximum range of 4,200 km. 
Besides these assets, in wartime the VTA would 
probably absorb the 200 An-12 and Il-76 in 
Aeroflot service, although these are not configured 
for military cargoes. 

Even with these additional aircraft, the VTA is 
capable of carrying only about one fully equipped 
airborne division on any long range mission, but 
could airlift two or three more lightly equipped 
divisions on shorter missions in a single surge. 
However, it is not at all clear that the entire 
resources of the VTA could be committed to a single 
operation due to its other responsibilities. On 
numerous occasions the VDV has demonstrated its 
ability to drop a considerable force with a single 
surge operation. For example, during the 1970 
“Dvina' exercise, the 76th Guards Chenigov Air 
Assault Division, totalling about 8,000 troops and 
160 vehicles, was dropped in 22 minutes. The 
gradual shift of the VDV from an airborne infantry 
force to an airborne mechanised force has greatly 
increased the airlift requirements of the divisions. A 
recent assessment of the airlift requirements for a 
single division, appearing in Jane's Defence Weekly, 
concluded that 639 11-76 sorties would be required, 


of which only six per cent would be devoted to 
manpower, 17 per cent to the BMDs, eight per cent 
to other armoured vehicles, guns and artillery, and 
69 per cent to motor vehicles. Needless to say, this 
assessment makes it quite clear why the air assault 
divisions might be used without much of their heavy 
equipment for certain operations. 

In spite of the limited airlift capability available 
to the VDV, its utility in Soviet strategic planning is 


quite considerable. The Soviets, like the Americans, 
iate that regional conflicts arc fz 
to occur than any full-scale confrontation in Central 
Europe. The VDV is ideally suited for any regional 


more likely 


appre 


requirement, being very heavily armed, well- 
trained and motivated, and well suited to rapid 
deployment by aircraft or other means. Signifi- 
cantly, the VDV has figured prominently in the two 
major Soviet military operations of the past two 
decades— Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan 

In the event of all-out war in Central Europe, the 
VDV could be employed in a variety of fashions. In 
an operational or strategic róle, it could be used to 
seize key targets in NATO rear areas and to hold on 


to them until relieved by mechanised units. It is also 


A Naval Infantry platoon on exercises in 1983, supported by a 
BTR-6o. These troops wear the normal black winter field 
uniform—cf. our Plate Ez. (Sovfoto) 


configured for exploiting tactical nuclear strikes in a 


conflict involving thermonuclear weapons. There 
are probably special KGB teams attached to these 
divisions for the use of atomic demolition munitions. 
On a tactical level, regimental or battalion-sized 
formations could be dropped or airlifted into the 
rear of NATO forces to strike at key communication 
or supply links, to threaten the rear of engaged 
NATO combat formations, to cut off retreating 
NATO units, and to wreak havoc in a variety of 
VDV 


configured as combined-arms teams to permit their 


ways. At lower levels the divisions are 


deployment in small battle groups. The presence of 
BMDs Strela II aft missiles at 
battalion level provides even these small formations 


and anti-c 


ircr 


with hea 
mobility and a modest air defence capability. 


anti-tank protection, high 


jy firepower, 


The air assault brigades are akin to a miniature 
airborne division, being somewhat less than half the 
size with about 2,000-2,600 troops. They consist of 


four air assault battalions, two of which 


equipped with the BMD. Although paratroop 
qualified, their primary means of delivery would be 


are 


by helicopters; as there are no organic helicopters in 
these formations, they would require the use of 
helicopters from neighbouring VVS Frontal Avi- 
ation units. A brigade with BMDs would require 
about 40 Mi-8 and 125 Mi-6 or Mi-26 sorties, while 


a brigade without its armour would require 75 Mi-8 


and 35 Mi-6/Mi-26 sorties. The airmobile brigade 


is akin to the air assault brigade, but is much lighter 
in mechanised equipment and smaller in size, with 
only 1,700 to 1,900 troops. It has no BMDs and its 
only armour is 13 BRDMs, nine of which are the 
missile-firing anti-tank types. However, some 
sources claim that the airmobile brigades do have 
their own helicopters in the form of a composite 
regiment of 32 Mi-8 and 12 Mi-6/Mi-26. These are 
not adequate to lift the entire brigade in a single 
throw, but could lift about half the brigade without 
additional helicopters. Other sources maintain that 
the brigades have no organic helicopter support, 


and would have to rely on local air force units 


The combat utility of the VDV units is 
considerably enhanced by the selection and 
training of their troops. The VDV is allotted 


preferential selection of personnel, even before such 


favoured services as the nuclear submarine fleet and 
rocket force. The main source of 
VDV is from DOSAAF- 


sponsored parachute clubs. The DOSAAF is a 


strategic 
recruitment for the 
paramilitary agency which sponsors youth activities 
and paramilitary training. All Soviet students are 
obliged to participate in about 140 hours of pre- 
induction paramilitary training. Parachuting is a 
Soviet 
encouraged by the government through DOSAAF, 


popular sport in the Union, actively 
Much of the civilian equipmentis essentially similar 
ar used by the military, and the 
VVS like the 


ubiquitous An-2 biplane. Many desantniki can be 


to the parachute 


aircraft are mostly older types 


The new /;; Rogo class of dock landing rk an 
portant advance in Naval Infantry capabilities. They can 
operate with helicopters, and their rear dock can handle the 
new air-cushion landing craft with ease. The rear view shows 
the closed doors of the helicopter hangar above those of the 
large rear docking well area. (DoD/Mitsuo Shibata) 


still DOSAAF 
decorations on their uniforms 


seen to be wearing parachute 

Besides the physical and mental conditioning 
that this pre-induction training provides, DOSAAF 
also actively promotes political training. The troops 
of the VDV are far more politically active than in 
the 
members either of the party or of the 


the rest of the Army, and about 85 per cent are 


mmunist 
Although 


troops are 


organisation, the Komsomol 
not available, the VDV 
probably disproportionately Russian, Byelorussian 


youth 


figures are 


and Ukrainian, giving an added factor of political 


reliability. Beyond basic training, draftees are 


apparently cycled through an airborne training 

division before assignment to their division 
Training involves a more rigorous course of 

physical conditioning than in the rest of the Soviet 


Army. Specialised training includes normal combat 


jump training as well as more advanced techniques 
such as high altitude, low opening (HALO) for at 
least a portion of the troops. Officers of the VDV 
the Ryazan Higher 

The airborne 


attend a special academy, 


Airborne Command School div- 


isions are, except for the training divisions, 
Category 1 units, meaning that they are kept near 
to full strength in men and equipment in peacetime. 
This is in complete contrast to Ground Forces units, 
the majority of which are kept at a lower state of 
readiness 

The VDV is likely to remain in the forefront of 
any Soviet efforts to project military power beyond 
the borders of the USSR. For this reason, continued 
modernisation of these forces is likely. The Chief of 
Staff of the VDV, Lt. Gen. P. Pavlenko, hinted at 
this in an ago which 


"Military 


interview several 


à Soviet military journal 


years 


appeared 


BARAKA RARI 


thinking is focused on the future. Please note that in 
our force’s name, the Air Assault Force, the word 
“parachute” is missing. The future of airborne 
operations looks more impressive than the present." 
The VDV appears to be moving in two important 
directions. On the strategic level, the gradual 
replacement of the An-12 with the far more capable 
11-76, and the replacement of the An-22 with the 
An-400 Condor, will finally permit the VDV to 
deploy divisions at far greater ranges than is 
currently possible. On the tactical level, the VDV 
appears to be at the forefront of adapting the 
helicopter to traditional VDV rôles, which will 
probably lead to a gradual shift of the VDV from 
being a force relying primarily on paratroop 


operations, to a more flexible force using air- 
landing, parachute and heliborne techniques to 
carry out its operations. 


The Soviet Naval 
Infantry 


"The Soviet Naval Infant "than 
the VDV, but enjoys a far longer tradition, tracing 
its lineage back to the landing parties of the 
Imperial Fleet of Peter the Great. It reached its 
peak during the Second World War, totalling over 


350,000 troops in 40 brigades, six independent 


regiments, and a number of smaller units. Five of 


these brigades were honoured with the Guards 
distinction. Soviet accounts of the war indicate that 
114 landings were carried out by these troops, but 
most of these were small raids by platoon or 
company-sized teams. There were only four 


amphibious operations during the war which 
involved several thousand landing troops: two on 
the Kerch peninsula, one at Novorossiysk on the 
Black Sea, and one at Moon Sound in the Baltic. 
The main reason for the abnormally large size of the 
Naval Infantry in the Second World War was the 
inactivity of the Soviet Fleet. Desperately short of 
manpower, the Red Army drew on the Fleet for 
troops and improvised units throughout the war; 
Naval Infantry were mainly used as ordinary foot 
soldiers with no particular amphibious training. 
Indeed, there was no better indication of the true 
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Soviet attitude towards these forces than the 
decision in 1947 to completely disband them. What 
few naval units remained were sub- 
ordinated to the stal Defence Force. Attitudes 


eventually changed, and in 1961 the Naval Infantry 


infantry 


was resurrected; the Soviet Army came to recognise 
the utility of specialised marine forces for conduct- 
ing amphibious landings, and each of the fleets was 
allotted such a unit. Essential to this new policy was 
the development of amphibious warfare ships, 
notably the new LSTs of the Alligator class. 

The Naval Infantry is divided between the four 
fleets. Since 1961 the Black Sea, Northern, and 
Baltic Fleets have been allotted a Naval Infantry 
regiment, while the Pacific Fleet has deployed a 
brigade. Recent US Intelligence assessments in- 
dicate that these formations may be larger, with 
brigades deployed by three fleets, and a division 
with the Pacific fleet. The table below uses their 


traditional description: 
Unit Base 
63rd Gds. Ki Pechenga 
Naval Ir (Northern Fleet) 
36th Guards Baltysk 
Naval Inf. Regt. (Baltic Fleet) 


(?) Guards 

Naval Inf. Regt. 
?) Guards 

Naval Inf. Bde. 


Sevastapol 
(Black Sea Fleet) 
Vladivostok 
(Pacific Fleet) 


Each Naval Infantry Regiment comprises three 
naval motor rifle battalions and a naval tank 
battalion. The motor rifle battalions each have 
about 33 BTR-60 amphibious armoured troop 
carriers, while the tank battalion has a mixed 
complement of 34 PT-76 amphibious tanks and ten 
T-55 or T-72 tanks. In battalions with the T-55 
tank, three of the ten are often the TO-55 flame- 
thrower type. A Naval Infantry brigade has two 
tank battalions and five battalions of naval motor 
rifle troops, making it nearly double the size of the 


500-man regiments. 
The Naval Infantry troops, like most Marine 
forces, are of a higher calibre than normal motor 
rifle troops of the Soviet Ground Forces. They are 
better trained than their Ground Forces counter- 
parts, and an increasing percentage are parachute 
qualified and trained in helicopter landing oper- 


ations. There are apparently specialised teams in 
these regiments trained to employ atomic demo- 
lition munitions (ADM). Soviet ADMs are believed 
to be available in several types, weighing 70-80 Ibs 
cach, with an explosive force of .1 to .5 kilotons. 
They would be used to attack major port or seaside 
facilities. 

The Soviet Naval Infantry force is quite small. It 
is intended for use on a tactical level as a raiding 
force, and on an operational level as the spearhead 
of an amphibious landing force. Once a beachhead 
had been seized, further troop landings would be 
provided by Ground Forces units. For this reason, 


the Soviet Naval Infantry numbers only about 
18,000 troops—compared to the US Marine Corps, 
which is more than ten times its size. Likewise, the 
Soviet Fleet’s amphibious warfare ships are inferior 
in number and sophistication to those of the US 
Navy. The Soviet Naval Infantry also differ 
considerably from the US Marines in their 
approach to amphibious warfare. While the US 
Marines have relied on specially designed ar- 
moured, amphibious tracked vehicles (amtracs) for 
landing operations, the Naval Infantry has used the 
normal Ground Forces BTR-60, which has only 
marginal performance in the water. Th 
no small measure to the difference in the 


is due in 


periences 
of the two forces. The US Marines have had a 
tradition of preparing for hotly contested beach 
assaults, such as those of the Second World War in 
the Pacific. In contrast, Soviet war xpe 
was mainly against targets without formidable 


ime ience 


beach defences. Current areas where the Naval 
Infantry might be used, such as the Danish or 


Norwegian coasts, are not heavily fortified. 

In contrast, the Soviet Naval Infantry have been 
ahead of the US Marines in the adaption of 
hovercraft for beach landing operations. The Soviet 
fleet has deployed ove ft in three 
classes, most notably 35 of the AIST class, which is 
capable of carrying four PT-76 tanks, two T-72 
tanks, or 220 troops; and a fourth new class of 
hovercraft, the Uteroks, are just beginning to enter 
service. The US, on the other hand, is only just 
beginning to deploy the new LCAC class of 
hovercraft. Hovercraft have obvious attractions 
over armoured amphibious vehicles: against lightly 
defended beaches, they can quickly land an assault 
force, and return rapidly alongside the ships of the 


60 hovercr 


assault fleet to load up for renewed missions to the 
beachhead. 

Judging by the Soviet Navy's current shipbuild- 
ing programmes, the future of the Soviet Naval 
Infantry seems assured, and its róle in Soviet 
strategic thinking is likely to increase. In contrast to 
the situation in recent years, with the strategic 
employment of the Naval Infantry restricted both 
by its small size and by lack of modern amphibious 
landing ships, its recent growth, coupled with the 
construction of further Zvan Rogov class landing 
ships, makes it more suitable for employment 
outside traditional Soviet w The Naval 
Infantry is no longer confined to LSTs alone: the 
lvan Rogov class has habitable berths on board for 
the Naval Infantry, thus permitting long voyages to 
more distant destinations. This point has been 
illustrated by Soviet landing exercises in Syria in 


ter: 


recent years. 


Experience in Afghanistan has prompted the Soviet Army to 
take greater interest in mountain infantry training. It is not 
yet clear whether the new mountain units, like this one, are 
specialist units with their own identity, or simply motor rifle 
troops with expanded tr: 


Other Soviet 
Specialised Troops 


Specialised infantry 

Although the Red Army of the Second World War 
had specially mountain infantry 
mountain cavalry divisions, th units largely 
disappeared after the 1950s. In the 1980s, due to 
experience in Afghanistan, the Ground Forces have 


trained and 


begun to reassess this move. Normal motor rifle 
units lack the experience to operate effectively in 
mountainous terrain, and lack certain specialised 
equipment (e.g. rappelling g for particularly 
severe terrain such encountered in 
Central Asia and Afghanistan. As a result, in the 
early 1980s, the Soviets appe: 


as is often 


€ begun to 


provide specialised mountain warfare training to 
certain motor rifle regiments, although it is not clear 


The KGB Border Guards are amply equipped with helicopters 
and armoured vehicles. These assets are usually contained in 
military district reserve units, used to support Border Guard 
Detachments for specific missions. The Mi-8 is the standard 
helicopter in this role, although Mi-24 Gorbach units are also 
deployed on the Chinese frontier. (Sovfoto) 
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whether these units being converted to 


mountain infantry regiments, or merely being 
trained to operate under special mountain con- 


are 


ditions. The Ground Forces also deploy units with 
specialised arctic training in the Leningrad Military 
District. These motor rifle divisions employ the 
MT-LBV in place of the BTR-60 or BMP, due to its 
better performance in snow, and receive extensive 


ski training. 


SPETSNAZ 

The Spetsnaz are the special operations troops 
directed by Soviet Military Intelligence, the GRU. 
In contrast to normal élite formations, Spetsnaz are 
intended to engage in less conventional, diver- 


sionary warfare. They are descendants of specially 
trained teams who were parachuted behind the 
lines during the Second World War to support and 
inflame partisan activity. 

Contemporary Spetsnaz units are trained prim- 
arily for attacking high value targets such as nuclear 


weapons stockpiles, theatre nuclear forces, airfields 


and command and communication centres, as well 
ionary tasks. The basic Spetsnaz unit 
| Operations Brigade (Brigada osobovo 


as other di 


is the Spe: 


naznacheniya) which consists of three or four airborne 
battalions. There are apparently 16 of 
brigades, allotted one per group-of-forces or 
military district. Like the airmobile and air assault 


these 


brigades, the special operations brigades would be 
commanded by the local army or front com- 
proportion of Spetsnaz 


manders in time of war. / 
troops are also trained for more demanding tasks 
such as assassination, leading Communist insurgent 
out 
operations. Some Spetsnaz units are also trained to 


groups, or carrying rear area sabotage 


carry out operations disguised as foreign troops. 
The Spetsnaz are a counterpart of Allied Range 
SAS or ‘Green Beret’ units, and are often called by 


the traditional Russian names for such troops: 
razvedchiki (scouts) or vysotniki (rangers). Reports 
indicate the presence of eight specially trained 
commando battalions based with Group of Soviet 
Forces-Germany at Neurippen. These are believed 
to be an enlarged Spetsnaz brigade which would be 
divided in the event of war to provide a brigade to 
each of the two Fronts formed by the Group of 
Soviet Forces-Germany. 

The special operations brigades have a direct 
counterpart naval formation, the naval special 


operations brigades, which are allotted one to each 


of the four fleets. These are organised around three 


battalions of combat swimmers, airborne 
battalion, a supporting midget submarine unit, and 
The naval special operations 


brigades are intended to support amphibious 


an 
specialist troops 


operations by beach clearing and scouting; and 
they can also be used for independent offensive 
operations such as harbour raids. Their closest 
NATO counterparts are the British SBS or the US 
Navy SEALS and UDT. 

The Spetsnaz are earmarked for espe 


ially 


difficult assignments and are the crēme de la crēme of 


the élite units of the Soviet Armed Forces. Their 


existence is shrouded in secrecy, and asa result, they 


ar ive form of uniform or 


not permitted any distinc 


insignia. Their servi 


corresponding services, such as airborne forces or 
naval infantry, and their field dress would be much 
the same. Little is known of Spetsnaz operations, for 
obvious reasons. There have been numerous reports 
special 
Afghanistan, which could be Spetsnaz operations. 


of the use of commando teams in 


The activity of Soviet frogmen off the coast of 


e dress is usually that of 


hr 


- 


KGB Border Guards photographed in May 1980 wearing the 
new fumu/lirovanniy kurtki uniform, of standard Soviet camouflage 
cloth but cut like a service dress and worn with all appropriate 
badges, collar tabs and shoulder boards: cf. Plate C3. (Photo 
courtesy William Fowler) 


Sweden can probably be traced to the Spetsnaz, 
though reports that several have been killed by 
Swedish c 


defence forces have been vigorously 


denied by the Swedish government. There have 
been reports that the KGB has formed its own 
counterparts to the Spetsnaz for diversionary 
activity in wartime, but no details of such units are 


lable. 


Security Units 

The Soviet Union supports two organisations to 
prevent anti-government actions: the KGB (Com- 
mittee for State Security) and the MVD (Ministry 
Both organisations have 


of Internal Security 
military units which are part of the Soviet Armed 
Forces, but which are not under Defence Ministry 
control. These units are not military élites in the 
Western sense, and indeed they lack direct Western 
counterparts. Rather, they are a form of 
political/military élite. Recruitment into these units 
serves in lieu of regular military service, and 
entrance into certain of the units is far more tightly 
controlled than into most military units. The 
security apparatus forms the third leg of the triad of 
Soviet state power, comparable to the Army and 
the Communist Party. It keeps its eye on the other 


two elements of the Soviet state, as well as on the 
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A Border Guard squad prepare for patrol; they make extensive 
use of dogs, and this Alsatian pup is probably being trained. 
(Sovfoto) 


citizenry in general. In return for loyalty to the 
security apparatus, members of these organisations 
are afforded privileges not found elsewhere in Soviet 
society, such as access to housing and consumer 
goods which are otherwise difficult to obtain. In 
some the members of the 
apparatus and their families form a caste separate 


from the rest of Soviet society. This separation is 


respects, security 


encouraged by the state, since excessive fraterni- 
sation with the rest of Soviet society might serve to 
undermine their commitment to uphold the state 
against any internal enemies. 

The largest KGB military force are the Border 


Guards, numbering about 175,000 troops. While 


several European countries have border forces, 


none match the military complexion of their Soviet 
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counterpart. The Border Guards have many of the 
same roles as normal border security forces: they 
provide the personnel to man immigration check 
points, airport passport controls, train inspection 
teams, and border crossings. However, the Border 
Guards are also responsible for sealing the Soviet 
borders from both internal and external pene 


ration. Their réle is to prevent the unauthorised 
escape of Soviet citizens from the USSR, to prevent 
border smuggling, to suppress ethnic dissident 
movements in the frontier regions, and to repel any 
incursions by foreign military units until the arrival 
of other elements of the Soviet Army. For these 
purposes the Border Guards are equipped with 
tanks, armoured personnel carriers, small warships, 
armed helicopters, and light military aircraft. 
The Border Guards have had a long tradition of 


combat action along the lengthy Soviet frontier. 


The two most pe 
Central Asian frontier areas and the border with 
China. Since the 1920s the Soviet Union has had 


sistent trouble spots have been the 


trouble with its Islamic peoples, and Islamic rebels 
and smugglers—called basmachi by the Russians 
have been a thorn in the side of the Border Guard 


There 


engagements by the Border Guards in this region, 


have been innumerable campaigns and 
the most current variation on the theme being the 
situation in Afghanistan. The Border Guards have 
provided troops to quell the mujahadeen along the 


border area with Afghanistan, and to combat the 


occasional incursion of rebel Afghan fighters into 
the USSR itself. (Among past Border Guards who 
have been involved in these campaigns was the 
young Konstantin Chernenko in the 1930s. 

The other trouble spot has been the eastern 
border region. In the 1920s and 1930s the USSR 
had continuing problems with the Chinese warlords 
and their claims to territory along the eastern 
borders. The most serious of these outbreaks was 
fought over control of the Far Eastern Railway spur 
of the Trans-Siberian Magistral Railway in the late 
1g20s, when Border Troops were provided with 
Army tank units. In the early 1930s the enemy in 
this region became the Japanese, and an undeclared 
war was fought along the border. The Border 
Guards bore the brunt of the early fighting, which 
finally culminated in full scale battles in 1938 and 
1939. In the 1960s the Border Guards were heavily 
involved in fighting with the Chinese Army over the 


disputed territories along the Chinese and Soviet 
borders such as Damanskiy Island. These en- 
counters are often mistakenly thought to have been 
fought by regular Ground Forces troops, as the 
Border Guards’ uniforms and equipment are 
identical to those of the Ground Forces, although 
the shoulder boards carry the Cyrillic letters "PV" 
rather than the "SA" of the Soviet Army. 

The Border Guards are organised into nine 
military border districts, distinct from the military 
districts of the rest of the armed forces. These 
districts vary in depth, running from three to 600 
kilometres from the frontier. On average, the 
districts form a restricted zone about 42 km deep. 
Within these districts there are individual Border 
Guard Detachments, usually responsible for a 
length of the frontier of 100 to 600 km. These 
detachments are roughly of battalion strength 
(about 500 troops) and are organised into an HQ, a 
manoeuvre group and a komendatura. The komen- 
datura provides the basic outpost service, with five 
platoon-sized outpost units, a 
platoon, as well as an HQ and service unit. Each 


reserve outpost 


This US DoD sketch shows a Spetsnaz training facility, with 

ale mock-ups of NATO weapons including the GLCM 
cruise missile, Pershing II launcher, and other high-value 
targets on which Spetsnaz would be tasked in wartime. (DoD) 
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line outpost platoon has three rifle squads, a heavy 
machine gun squad and a dog section, plus attached 
signal and support sections. The komendatura absorbs 
the bulk of the unit’s troops. The manoeuvre group 
is a detachment reserve force to back up any of the 
outposts in the event of major problems, and usually 
consists of two rifle platoons, a light machine gun 
platoon and a heavy machine gun platoon. 

Besides the basic Border Guard Detachment, 
there are a variety of other Border Guard units 
including helicopter patrol and mechanised units. 
Perhaps the most enigmatic of the Border Guard 
units are the Mi-24 Gorbach helicopter units 
stationed on the Chinese border. As a result of the 
fighting in the late 1960s, the KGB and Soviet 
Army co-operated in the development of an armed 
helicopter suitable for patrolling the long, contested 
Chinese frontier. The result was the famous Mi-24, 
w which differs from NATO attack helicopters in that 
an eight-man squad in addition to its 
armament. This was developed to make it 
suitable for carrying small Border Guard units to 
inspect or man trouble points along the frontier. 
The Mi-24 is now better known for its anti-tank rôle 
in VVS helicopter regiments and, of course, for its 
use in Afghanistan, than for the KGB requirement 
that spawned it. 

In time of war, the Border Guards 
traditionally served to form special security units, 
which have been used to suppress anti-Soviet 
partisan groups in the USSR and neighbouring 
states, to put down army mutinies, and occasionally 
stance left behind 


have 


to clean up pockets of enemy res 
Soviet lines. 

Border Guards are recruited on the basis of a 
competitive examination, and service in the force 
counts in lieu of normal Soviet Army service. 
Although details are lacking, the Border Guards 
make preferential selection from applicants of 
Russian, Byelorussian and Ukrainian nationality. 

The Border Guards are the largest, but not the 
only, military units of the KGB. The KGB also has 
an élite Kremlin Guard unit, the descendant of the 
original Vecheka units of 1917, which guard the 
centre of Soviet government. These troops can be 
distinguished from the Border Guards by their arm- 
of-service colour, which is royal blue instead of 
green. The KGB also has special guards units for 
high state officials, and to protect certain especially 
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sensitive installations, notably nuclear weapons 
stockpiles. Few details are known. Their shoulder 
boards are marked with the letters "GB" instead of 
the "PV" of the Border Guards. 

The MVD (the Ministry of Internal Security 
has its own troops which are known as the Interior 
Army (Vnutrennie Voiska)—a larger counterpart to 
the Border Guards, and as its name implies, 
responsible for combating anti-state activity inside 
the USSR. It numbers about 260,000 troops, 
formed into conventional military units with their 
own artillery and armour, and equivalent to about 
30 motor rifle divisions. The majority of the draftees 
are trained as conventional motor rifle troops, but 
by MVD schools and not the Ground Forces. The 
MVD seems to favour induction of politically 
unsophisticated recruits from backward rural 
regions, especially Central Asia, who prove more 
amenable to indoctrination, show greater apprec- 
iation for the modest privileges afforded them, and 
prove more reliable in carrying out their duties. The 
Interior Army prefers Central Asian, Russian and 
East Ukrainian recruits and generally excludes 
Jews and Balts. When asked why the Interior Army 
favours Central Asians, a former Soviet Army 
officer responded: ‘Because they are known for their 
obedience, stupidity and cruelty. They do every- 
thing they are asked without thinking, and are 
especially mean towards Russians.” 

The réle of the Interior Army is quite varied. It 


provi 
installations, including certain major food storage 


pilfering). Probably its most concentrated use is in 
its guard services for the 1,100 labor mps (Gulag 
still in operation in the USSR; these require the 
services of the equivalent of five divisions of Interior 
Army troops. The Interior Army also serves as a 


counterbalance to the Soviet Army in the event of 


army mutinies; on major Soviet Army bases, the 
ammunition stockpiles are under Interior Army 
control. Other Interior Army units are distributed 
throughout the country, and form a stiff reinforce- 
ment for local militia units if strikes or dem- 
onstrations get out of hand. The largest of these 
units is the Dzerzhinskiy Special Operations Motor 
Rifle Division in Moscow. In most cities, the units 
maller than divisional strength, often consisting 
ofan infantry battalion or less, and backed up by a 


an 
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les troops to guard a wide variety of 


(due to the perennial Soviet problem of 


small number of light tanks and other light armour. 

Although it may seem superfluous to maintain 
such a large force as a counterweight to popular 
unrest in view of the availability of the enormous 
Soviet Army, several factors argue against using the 
Soviet Army in this róle. To begin with, many units 
of the Ground Forces do not have the political 
reliability for such duties since the troops are apt to 
be sympathetic to certain popular outbursts. 
Furthermore, the Army has traditionally found 
such service to be distasteful. The Soviet Army is 
genuinely popular amongst many elements of 
Soviet society, and the cultivation of this popularity 
is not helped by engagement in internal security 
work. While this sensitivity may seem odd in the 
army ofa totalitarian state, the Soviet Army re 
that any popular resentment aroused by its use on 
internal security duties would probably undermine 
its efforts to maintain military discipline, and would 
hamper attempts to persuade draftees to make a 
career in the armed forces. It is ier to work in 
an environment where the Army is accepted and 
even admired, than in a situation where it is deeply 
ented. 

During wartime the Interior Army continues to 
be responsible for its regular functions, and has 
additional war réles. In the past, ‘blocking units’ 
zagraditelnye otriady) have been formed to prevent 
Soviet Army units or stragglers from flecing the 
front lines. The Interior Army has also traditionally 
been responsible for forming ‘hunter units’ (istrebit- 
elnye otriady) which are used to suppress internal, 
anti-Soviet partisan groups among dissaffected 
minorities, as well as to root out any enemy forces 
left behind Soviet lines. In these circumstances, 
these units tend to fall under KGB control. 


ses 


ar e 


res 


Elite Forces of the 
Warsaw Pact 


Poland 

The Polish People’s Army (Ludowe Wojsko Polskie) is 
the largest of the Soviet’s Warsaw Pact allies, and 
has the only other  divisional-sized élite 
formations—an airborne division and a marine 
division. Poland also has a variety of internal 


security units which closely parallel Soviet models. 
The Polish armed forces present an interesting 
example of the organisational tensions which are 
created by the attempts of a Communist state to 
develop reliable, well-motivated military units to 
support Soviet military aims in the midst of a society 
that is profoundly anti-Russian 

The Polish 


tradition of airborne units. 


Army has a modest but proud 


Prior to the Second 
World War there was some experimentation with 
army paratroops, culminating in the formation of a 
Military Parachute Centre at Bydgoszcz in 1938. 
Following the defeat of Poland in 1939, the army- 
in-exile formed in Britain began in the summer of 
1940 the creation of paratroop units which would 
eventually emerge as the ist Polish Independent 
Paratroop Brigade. This 
combat in the ill-fated Arnhem operation. In the 
the Polish People's Army 


unit eventually saw 


cast, Communist-led 
formed by the Red Army created an independent 
Polish Assault Battalion; this was not deployed as a 
complete unit, but elements of it were dropped 
behind German lines in support of the AL— thc 


Communist Polish partisan movement. Following 
the war the LWP apparently maintained a small 
paratroop force, but details are lacking. 

In 1957 the 6th Pomeranian Infantry Division 
was reorganised as an airborne division along 
Soviet lines, and designated the 6 Pomorska Dywizja 
Powietrzna- Desantowa (6 PDPD 
Air Assault Division. It is stationed outside Krakow 
in the District, 
considerably from Soviet airborne divisions. It is 


6th Pomeranian 


Warsaw Military and differs 
smaller, with a strength of only about 4,000 troops, 
and is not heavily mechanised, lacking the BMD of 
the Soviet units. It uses the OT-64 SKOT and the 
BMP in lieu of the BMD, but how these vehicles are 
integrated into the division is not clear. In this 
respect it is probably somewhat closer in organi- 
sation to the Soviet airborne divisions of the 1970s, 
with a single mechanised regiment, than to the 
Soviet The only al 


current configuration, 


spec 


Men of the Polish 6th Pomeranian Air Assault Div. explain 
their equipment to a visitor during a public display in the 
1960s. The old-style ‘splinter’ camouflage clothing, and the 

iquated PPSh, have both given way to new equipment since 
this photo was taken: cf. Plate F. 
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armoured airborne equipment used by the division 
was the ASU-85, which was unpopular in Polish 
service and was retired several years ago. Details on 
the organisation of the division are not known but it 
is believed to be based around four airborne 
battalions, and a special operations battalion. 
The 6th Pomeranian Air Assault Division is an 
élite formation like its Soviet counterparts, and can 
draw on Polish sky-diving clubs to support 


recruitment. Jump training includes 15 ‘combat’ 


jumps per year, not counting training jumps, for all 


its troops including even cooks and bandsmen. The 


division also specialises in mountain and arctic 


warfare, and practises in the nearby Carpathian 
mountains south of its Krakow base. The division 
has long enjoyed a maverick reputation in Poland, 
which probably helps recruitment. There have 
been long-standing rumours that the divisional 
command was reorganised after 1968 due to its 
reluctance to become 


involved in suppressing 


The 6 PDPD on exercise in the 1 
jump helmet, and the battalion 
shoulder. 


sz note the old-style cloth 
insignia on the officer's 


student strikes in Krakow in 1967-68, or to 
participate in the 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia. 
Elements of the division were still used to seize 
Czechoslovakia's Pardubice air base, however. 

The paratroops have a reputation for occasional 
brawls with state security units. Since the martial 
law crackdown, the division, under the command of 
Gen. Marian Zdrzalka, given the 
nickname of 'Jaruzelski's Circus’. This name stems 


has been 


from the assumption that the division, which is loyal 
to the Army hierarchy, would be used as a 
counterbalance in any internal Polish dispute 
involving attempts by the ‘concrete’ faction of the 
Polish Communist Party and the security apparatus 
inst Jaruzelski. 


to mount a coup ag 


The rumours and myths surrounding the division 


te units 


ghlight the difficulty of raising reliable 
to support Soviet military objectives in wartime 
when the surrounding society is so intensely anti- 
Soviet. The Polish technique has generally been to 
accent the national tradition of the military, which 
is quite effective, due to the genuine and traditional 
popularity of the Polish Army among civilians. The 


Soviet VDV: 

1: Paratrooper, summer jump uniform, 1980s 
2: Paratrooper, winter jump uniform, 1980s 
3: Sleeve patch, Air Assault Div 

4: Sleeve patch, Air Assault Bde. (provisional 


1: Officer, VDV armoured unit, early 1980s 
2: Paratrooper, VDV, field service dress, early 1980s 
3: KGB Border Guard, field service dress, early 1980s 


1: Soviet Naval Infantry, combat dress, 1975 
2: Soviet Naval Infantry, combat dress, 1985 
3: Soviet Naval Infantry sleeve patch 


1: Captain 2nd Rank, Soviet Naval Inf., summer 
field service dress, 1985 


2: Soviet Naval Inf., winter field dress, 1985 
3: Soviet Naval Inf. tank crew commander, 1985 


Polish 6 Pomeranian Air Assault Division: 

1: Paratrooper, jump uniform, 1970 

2: Officer, summer field service dress, 1985 
3: Paratrooper, winter combat dress, 1985 
4: Current divisional patch 

5: Unidentified unit patch, 1970s 


3: Polish Podhale WOP Mountain Bde.; service 
dress, 1985 


5: Podhale WOP Mountain Bde. patch 


lan 


1: WO, Polish 7th Naval Assault Div.; summer 
field service dress, 1970s-80s 
2: Polish Naval Assault Infantry, winter combat 


dress, 1985 
G 


1: Officer, Czechoslovak 22nd Abn. Regt.; field 
service dress, 1980 

2: Paratrooper, 22nd Abin. Regt; summer combat 
dress, 1985 


3: Czechoslovak 22nd Abn.Regt. sleeve patch 
4: Czechoslovak airborne arm-of-service insignia 
5: Vehicle marking, 22nd Abn.Regt. 


1: Unterfeldwebel, NVA 40th Abn.Bn.; walking-out 
dress, 1985 
2,3: Paratroopers, NVA 40th Abn.Bn.; summer combat 
^ dress, 1985 


1: Bulgarian Paratrooper, combat dress, 1980s 
2,8: Bulgarian Mountain Infantry, summer field dress, 1985 


1: Paratrooper, Romanian 161st Para Regt.; summer 
jump uniform, 1980s 

2: Romanian Mountain Infantry, summer field service 
dress, 1980s 

3: Bulgarian airborne arm-of-service insignia 

4: Vehicle marking, Romanian 161st Para Regt. 

5: Romanian mountain troops arm-of-service insignia 
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CED ee 


Soviet bloc élite forces insignia— see 
Plates commentaries for identification. 


Army attempts to deflect any anti-Soviet hostility 
by playing up the ‘revanchist’ territorial claims on 
western Poland by certain extremist West German 


parties. Besides stirring up anti-German sentiment, 
the Army also tries to accent any róles in which 
Polish forces may be used that are particularly 
relevant to Polish interests. For example, in the 6th 
Pomeranian Air Assault Division considerable 
attention is paid to the use of the division in 
attacking and destroying US or West German 
theatre missiles like the Pershing and cruise missile, 
which could be targeted on Soviet logistics links 
running through Poland. Some pride is also taken 


in attempts to better the performance of Soviet units 
in joint Warsaw Pact manoeuvres. The Poles, 
Czechs, Slovaks and Germans tend to be 
contemptuous of their Soviet counterparts, due to 
what they see as their higher level of military 
professionalism, The actual issue of the reliability of 
units like this in the event of a war in Central 
Europe is very hard to assess, given the many 


rather 


conflicting factors which affect unit effectiveness, 


morale and cohesion. It should not be forgotten that 


Polish paras on mountain training in the Carpathians, man- 
handling a B-10 82 mm recoilless rifle. 


The 6 PDPD uses the WP-8 rocket launcher for fire support, 
seen here towed behind a UAZ-469 jeep during a parade. The 
crew wear the standard Polish paratrooper helmet. (Eastfoto) 


although the troops of the Polish LWP in 1943-45 
less anti-Soviet than their current 
counterparts, they loyally fought alongside the 
Soviet Army. Yet neither can it be taken for granted 
that units like this will prove reliable in the event of 


were no 


another major European war. It is not clear 
whether the military professionalism of such units 
would overcome the traditional antipathy of their 
society to fight effectively on the Soviet side. 


Recent articles in the Polish military press 


Though much more lightly mechanised than comparable 
Soviet formations, the Polish 6 PDPD has a modest number of 
OT-64 SKOT armoured personnel carriers. 


Air Assault 
rding 


indicate that the 6th Pomeranian 


Division is the subject of some discussion rega 


future róles and organisation. Like the Soviet 
airborne divisions, it would appear that the 6 
PDPD will be gradually shifting towards greater 
reliance on helicopters for tactical mobility. This is a 
sound move in the Polish case, since the division has 
a minimal strategic role and little need for extreme 
long range capability. 

The 6PDPD has an independent special oper- 
ations battalion, formerly designated the 41o1st 
Paratroop Battalion. This unit is reportedly trained 


in rear area scouting and sabotage, and is under the 
direction of the WSW counter-intelligence force 
rather than the normal Army chain of command. 
During the 1985 trial of four security police officers 
for the murder of pro-Solidarity activist Father 
Jerzy Popieluszko, the military provided troops 
from an ‘anti-terrorist’ unit to supplement the state 
m 
PDPD insignia but on a green rather than a red 
background, and wore black rather than red berets. 
These may have been troops of this highly secret 
unit. The Poles also deploy a special guard unit to 
protect high government officials, called BOR 
(Batalion Ochrony Rzūdu). 

Somewhat more enigmatic than the 6th Pom- 


These troops wore a variation of the 6 


eranian Air 
marine formation. This is euphemistically referred 
to as the JOW (Jednostka Obrona Wybrzeza: Coastal 
Defence Unit) in public sources, which implies a 
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ault Division is its counterpart 


small collection of defensive units comparable to the 
pre-war Ladowa Obrona Wybrzeza which com- 
manded army and naval infantry units in the 1939 
defence of the Polish coast. In fact, this unit was 
formed by reorganising the 23rd Mechanized 
Division and 3rd Marine Regiment into a marine 
assault division, and is believed to be designated 7 
Luzycka Dywizya Desantnowa-Morska (7 LDDM) 

the 7th Luzycka Naval Assault Division. Based at 
Gdansk. 
Navy jurisdiction. 
Pact standards, it is only about a third of the size of a 
US Marine Division, with about 5,500 troops. It is 
organised into thre ach with 
five companies of OT-62 TOPAS-borne marines 


it is a regular Army unit and not under 
Although a division by Warsaw 


assault iments 


and a company of 13 PT-76 amphibious tanks. 
"There are a total of about 60 TOPAS per regiment, 
of which ten carry 82 mm mortars. The division has 
an organic ‘Frog’ rocket, anti-aircraft, BM-21 
Grad-P Katyusha, tank and recce battalion, as well 
as associated service and support units. The 7th 
Javal Assault Division is intended to support the 


amphibious operations of the Soviet Baltic Fleet in 
conjunction with the 36th Guards Naval Infantry 


Regiment and the Polish Navy. Although the 
division could be used for raiding operations, its 
róle is believed 
Denmark alongside Soviet and German units. 
Besides the 7th Naval Assault Division, the Polish 
Navy is believed to have a modest naval infantry 


strategic to be the invasion of 


force of about two battalions, mainly intended for 
defensive purposes. The Navy also has a number of 


naval combat swimmer units trained in underwater 


Fire support for the Polish 7th Luzycka Naval Assault Div. is 
provided by the standard Warsaw Pact BM-21 Grad-P 122 mm 
multiple rocket launcher. 


demolitions of both an offensive and defensive 
characte 


The Poles have a bewildering variety of internal 
security forces ranging from police militias up to 
military security brigades with attached armoured 
units. The rationale for 
particularly difficult to understand. Poland has 


these units is not 


been a hotbed of anti-Soviet and anti-state trouble 
since 1945. The Polish Army has generally tried to 
distance itself from the internal security róle, since 
this tends to undermine its popularity in Polish 
society and complicates the already difficult task of 
recruiting and holding on to talented personnel 

internal security operations tend to undermine unit 
morale. In the 1945-49 period there was a bloody 
civil war between remnants of the non-Communist 
both Polish and Ukrainian 
Although the Army was 


underground and 


Communist security fore 


used during these anti-partisan operations, es- 
pecially against the Ukrainian UPA, it did not 
prove particularly reliable in dealing with Polish 
round forces. This led to the formation of 
al 


under 
special military units of the Ministry of Inter 
Affairs, the KBW. 


In 1956, when the Army refused to fire on 


striking workers in Poznan, a KBW brigade was 
brought in; this resulted in the expected level of 
bloodshed. In October 1956 the KBW, including its 
armoured units, was used to support the coup by 
Gomulka to seize power and to thrcaten the Soviets 
to refrain from intervening in the Polish political 
crisis. The KBW garnered a well-dese 
tation for brutality in dealing with anti-government 
protests, and in 1965 was put under Ministry of 
National Defence control and reorganised as the 
WOW (Wojska Obrony Wewnetrznej: Internal De- 
fence Army). The WOW is under the command of 
the Ter OTK), and is a 
direct counterpart of the Soviet Interi 
VV). The WOW is currently organised into 
regiments, of which there are believed to be 17, one 
per province. They are named after the region in 
which they are stationed; for example, the Pulk 
WOW Kaszubski is the WOW Regiment in the 
Kaszub region. Like the Soviet Interior Army, they 


ved repu- 


itorial Defence Forces 


or Army 


The 7 LDDM's principal armoured vehicle is the OT-62 
TOPAS, a derivative of the Soviet BTR-50 which is manufac- 
tured jointly by Poland and Czechoslovakia. This is the 
standard Polish version, the TOPAS 2AP, with the new turret. 
Just visible on the hull side above the rear hydrojet vent is the 
divisional insignia—see Plate G. 


A single brigade of the Polish Frontier Guards (WOP) 
maintain the Polish mountain infantry tradition, wearing this 
unique uniform derived from the folk costume of the Podhale 
(highland) region. There are few changes from the uniform 
worn by mountain infantry up to 1939. The Podhalanska 
Brygada WOP is a favourite at ceremonial public parades. 
(Eastfoto) 


vt 


appear to be trained as motorised infantry troops. 
They wear Polish Army uniforms with distinctive 
arm-of-service insignia, but in some cases use 
different equipment (e.g. some units use the BTR- 
60 in place of the OT-64). 

The other element of the Polish military security 
apparatus used to back up the state police (militia 
is the WSW 
Internal Service). 
police unit, the WSW is under the control of 


Wojskowa Sluzba Wewnetrzna: Army 
Although nominally a military 
military counter-intelligence and numbers about 
25,000 troops, Whereas WOW has been used to 


back up the militia in dealing with popular 
discontent, the WSW appears to be tasked with 
suppressing trouble in the armed forces. There is 
ample reason for anxiety in this area, as many army 
units have refused to become involved in suppress- 
ing strikes and demonstrations. Nevertheless, use of 
the WOW and WSW is usually a matter of last 
resort, as was the case in the early 1980s when the 
many confrontations with the Solidarity movement 
led to the imposition of martial law. The civilian 
security apparatus has a much larger organisation 


for dealing with popular discontent: the Ministry of 


Internal Affairs directs the SB (the Polish equiva- 
lent of the KGB) while its strong-arm requirements 
are satisfied by the Militia (MO) and the brutal 
para-military wing of the police, the ZOMO. 
Apart from the WOW, the OTK also directs the 
WOP (Wojska Ochrony Pogranicza: Border Defence 
Force), which is a direct Polish equivalent of the 
Soviet Border Guards or the pre-war Polish KOP. 
The WOP serv 
Soviet Border Guards, in terms of immigration and 
passport control, border checks and border patrols. 
Since Poland lacks any serious border problems 
apart from the occasional escaping citizen and a 
certain amount of smuggling, a significant portion 
of the WOP is allotted to military duties. The WOP 
is organised into brigades, which are named after 
the border districts in w 
Most of the units wear normal Polish Army 
uniforms, with the characteristic green arm-of- 
service insignia of the WOP. However, the Brygada 
WOP Podhalanska (WOP Highland Brigade) carries 
on the Polish mountain infantry tradition and is 
outfitted in a uniform derived from that of the pre- 
war mountain infantry regiments. It is an élite unit 
in the WOP, and is put through strenuous training 


most of the same functions as the 


ich they arc stationed. 


in the rugged Carpathian mountains of southern 
Poland. In wartime, the WOP and WOW would be 
used to provide rear area security. The WOW is 
specially trained to deal with long range enemy 
recce units. 


East Germany 
The East German NVA (Nationale 
National People’s Army) deploys one airborne 
battalion, a naval landing-qualified regiment, and 
a number of specialised diversionary units. It is 
considered by many observers to be the most 
professional of the Warsaw Pact forces, though it is 
smaller than the Polish or Czechoslovak armies. It is 
also the most tightly controlled, with extensive 
contacts with Soviet command elemen 
The airborne unit is the 40. (‘Willi Sanger’ 
Fallschirmjáger Bataillon stationed at Proro on 
Rugen Island in the Baltic. There are frequently 
cited references to two other battalions, the 2nd and 
the 5th, but these are both earlier designations of the 
40th Airborne Battalion. The 4oth Airborne 
Battalion was added to the NVA order-of-battle 


Volksarmee: 


In the field, paratroopers of the East German NVA's 4oth 
Battalion wear this plain grey-brown beret, for concealment: 
cf. Plate I. 


only in 1973, by expanding an airborne company at 
Cottbus. The battalion is under the direct 
command of the Ministry of Defence, separate from 
the Military District commands; and like the Soviet 
airborne divisions, it forms a high command reserve 


in time of war. The battalion appears to be very 
lightly equipped compared to other Warsaw Pact 


airborne units, with apparently little or no armour, 
and only a modest amount of motorised equipment. 
They are frequently referred to as ‘commando’ 
troops in the German press, and are intended for 
rear area raiding activitie 

At least one NVA motor rifle regiment, the 29th 
‘Ernst Moritz Arndt’ Regiment, has trained with 
the Soviet 36th Guards Naval Infantry Regi 
for amphibious operations in the Baltic. It is based 
at Proro on Rugen Island in the northern DDR and 
is attached to the 8th Motor Rifle Division of the 
Northern Army (Military District. The unit 
appears to be structured like normal motor rifle 
regiments, but additional training has presumably 
been provided to familiarise its troops with the 
landing ships and landing craft which would be 
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East German paras on exercise; the second soldier carries the 
special airborne troops’ version of the RPG-7 anti-tank rocket 
launcher, the ‘knock-down’ RPG-7D. This is currently being 
replaced in Soviet units by the RPG-16D. 


used in the event of amphibious operations. Its 


vehicles occasionally display a white anchor 
emblem. 

Besides these units, the Ministry of Defence has 
available a number of smaller élite groups. In 


southern Germany there is a special diversionary 


battalion equipped with M113s and M48s which 
were obtained from Vietnam. These armoured 
vehicles are painted in West German markings, and 
the unit’s troops are equipped and dressed like a 
regular West German mechanised unit. They 
would be used in time of war for unconventional 
operations to penetrate NATO lines and may be 
subordinate to the MfS instead of the Ministry of 


ar 


Defence. The Volksmarine (Navy) has a number of 
Kampfschwimmer (combat swimmer) companies, 
which are paratroop-qualified and are intended to 
support amphibious operations or for raiding. They 


are trained in explosives disposal as well as in 


combat demolitions. 
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The East Germans deploy proportionately one of 
the largest internal security forces within the 
Warsaw Pact. The most significant of these are the 
Grenztruppen der DDR, the East German Frontier 
Troops, numbering about 50,000 men. These are 
the direct equivalent of the Soviet Border Guards. 
Although the original German Frontier Police had 
been under the control of the Minister of the 
Interior, in 1961 these forces were transferred to the 
Minister of Defence and reorganised along military 
lines. The headquarters of the Frontier Troops is in 
Paetz, and they are currently controlled by the 
Deputy Defence Minister, Maj. Gen. Klaus-Dieter 
Baumgarten. 


he Frontier Troops are divided into three main 
military zones, plus the coast. The Coastal Frontier 
Command operating from Rostock controls one 
brigade of twelve independent battalions and two 
boat battalions, and is under Navy control. The 
F Command North, headguartered in 
Stendal, deploys six Frontier Troop regiments, a 
helicopter flight and two training regiments. 
ontier Command South, in Erfurt, deploys 
force of the same size. Frontier Command Centre 


ontier 


has an artillery regiment, six static and one ‘crossing 
point’ Frontier Troop regiments, and provides the 
security forces surrounding Berlin, There are two 
independent Frontier Troop regiments on the 
Polish and Czechoslovak According to 
some sources, in 1979 these units began to be 


borde 


reconfigured into special motor rifle divisions, but 
full details are as yet unknown. 

The Frontier Regiments are tr antry 
500 men in threc battalions, 
each with four companies. Most units are more 
lightly than NVA their 
heaviest weapons being RPG-7s. The exceptions 
are the regiments of Frontier Command Centre, 
which are mechanised. These are based around four 
rifle companies each with three platoons riding 
PSzH-IV or FUG armoured vehicles, and a fourth 
dismounted platoon. These regiments also have an 
anti-tank gun battery and a mortar battery as well 


ined as ini 


and consist of about 1 


armed normal units, 


as an engineer company. The regiments are 
configured for incorporation into special motor rifle 
divisions in time of war. 

A posting to the Frontier Troops provides a 
soldier with a better than average opportunity to 
escape from East Germany. For this reason, the 


The East German NVA maintain one of the most extensive Below 

security organisations in the Warsaw Pact. Among these units The Czechoslovak 22nd Abn. Regt. makes extensive use of 
are the heavily mi ised Grenzschutz, the direct counter- — the locally manufactured M-59A 82 mm recoilless rifle for 
part of the Soviet KGB Border Guard units. (Eastfoto) fire support. 


Men of the 22nd Abn. Regt. prepare their light trucks for 
airdrop during an exercise in 1980—note that the older pattern 
camouflage clothing, phased out of use by much of the rest of 
the Czech Army, is still worn here. (Eastfoto) 


Paratroopers of the Czechoslovak 22nd Airborne Regt. during 
field exercises. Note Skorpion machine pistol; parachute 
canopy in drab camouflage; and drab grey-brown field beret, 
which replaces the red type when ‘tactical’. 
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political reliability of inductees is a primary 
concern. It is not a particularly popular posting in 
the German armed forces, since it requires 


personnel willing to fire on fleeing citizens, and 
soldiers are subject to particularly strict discipline. 

The élite of the German internal security forces is 
the Felix Dzerzhinsky Wach Regiment der MJS. This 
Guard Regiment is subordinated to the Ministry of 
State Security and is controlled by the MfS, the 
jerman equivalent of the KGB. It is responsible for 
internal security activities and the guarding of key 
It would also appear to 


governmental fac 
have significant military and commando functions, 
as elements of it are parachute-qualified. Although 


called a regiment, it is in fact a fairly large force, 
numbering about 7,100 troops. It is organised 
around three command two of which 
consist of three motor rifle battalions using the 
PSzH-IV or BTR-60PB armoured troop carriers. 


The third command group consists of training 


groups, 


battalions. The regiment is provided with a scout 


company, signal and an engineer 


battalion and has an organic helicopter squadron 
six Mi-8 and six Mi-24 Hind D 


company 


with six Mi-2 


helicopters 


Czechoslovakia 
The CSLA (Ceskoslovenska lidova armada: Czecho- 
slovak People’s Army) deploys a fairly small 


number of élite troops. The 1968 invasion of 


Czechoslovakia was followed by a purge of the 
Army, which resulted in widespread demoralisation 
and difficulty in filling officer and NCO positions 
with competent, motivated personnel. Prior to the 
invasion the CSLA had an airborne brigade, the 22 
Vysadkova Brigada; but this unit is currently reduced 
to regimental size, po: 
the events of 1968. It is stationed near Prosnice, and 
ists of one activ 


one reserve, one special 
operations and one training battalion plus support 
units. It has paraded with OT-64 SKOT armoured 
troop carriers, but when deployed on Warsaw Pact 
manoeuvres it does not appear to be very heavily 
mechanised. Like the East German airborne units, 
it appears to be a light airborne infantry force. 
There are also reports that the CSLA has a 
commando battalion, but details are lacking. There 


are also references to a 7th Airborne Battalion, but 
again, few details are available. In contrast to the 
East German and Polish armies, the Czechoslovak 
border guards (PS) are under Ministry of the 
Interior control, as are the Interior VS). 


suards 


Hungary 

The Hungarian People’s Army has only a single 
airborne battalion, 400 men strong. Hungary had 
an airborne division based at Taszar until 1956, but 
it was apparently disbanded after the 
Hungarian Uprising and the subsequent sub- 
ordination of the Army to the Warsaw Pact’s firm 
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control. As in the case of Czechoslovakia, both the 
Interior Guard and Frontier Guards are a part of 
the Ministry of the Interior rather than the armed 
forces. 


Romania 

The Army of the Romanian Socialist Republic 
deploys a single airborne regiment, two mountain 
infantry brigades and a naval infantry battalion. 
Although nominally a member of the Warsaw Pact, 
the ARSR does not participate to any extent in 
Warsaw Pact manoeuvres beyond representation 
by observers. The Romanian Army of the Second 
World War formed the ist Paratroop Battalion, but 
this was later disbanded. The ARSR currently has a 


nly due to the aftermath of 


rm of Romanian mountain infantry retains 
characteristic features from the Second World War period, 
including the large beret. 


single airborne unit, the 161st Paratroop Regiment, 
based at Buzau. Very little is known of its 
organisation, but it is believed to be a relatively 
lightly equipped unit. Romanian mountain units 
onal branch of the infantry, and 


represent a tradi 
were well represented in the Romanian Army of the 
Second World W. After the war Romania still 
maintained three mountain divisions; but with the 
advent of mechanisation these were gradually 
converted to motor rifle divisions along Soviet lines. 
All that remains today are two brigades, the 2nd 
Mountain Brigade in Brasov and the 4th Mountain 
Brigade at Curtea de Arges, which arc believed to 


be organised on the basis of two mountain infantry 
regiments cach. The Romanian Navy has a single 
naval infantry battalion stationed at Giurgia, but 
this is a coast defence unit rather than a naval 


landing force. Separate from the Army is a 17,000- 
man Frontier Troops force, and a 20,000-strong 


Security Troops force subordinated to the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. 
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Bulgaria 

The Bulgarian People’s Army deploys a modest 
force of élite units. It had deployed mountain 
infantry brigades until 1958, when they were mostly 


ifle units. However, in recent 


converted to motor 
years at least one of these units has reverted to 
specialisation in mountain warfare. The Bulgarian 
People’s Army formed its first airborne units 
around 1948, and currently have a single regiment 
which is based in the Burgas-Plovdiv region. There 


are r 
commando units, but no details are known. The 
Bulgarian Navy has three Naval Guard companies, 


which appear to be shore defence units rather than 


portedly a number of Bulgarian specialist 


marine landing groups, but which have partici- 
Soviet Naval Infantry in amphibious 


pated with 


landing exercises on Bulgaria’s Black Sea coast. 


The Bulgarian Navy deploys about three companies of Naval 
Infantry, which have trained for amphibious operations 
alongside Soviet troops during exercises in the Black Sea. In 
combat the Naval Infantry—seen here on parade—wear the 
normal Bulgarian steel helmet, but painted light blue and with 
a prominent red star on the front. (Eastfoto) 


TABLE 1: ORGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT Soviet Air Assault D 


[ru 
;M AFI 


Div. HQ. 60 3 ‘ 6 + lss jo 106 
Air Assault Regts. (3 4365, 30 27 271 18 108 18 333 54 249 672 (135. 693 
Artillery Regt 620 got i 10 36 124 37 60 
Assault Gun Bn. 180 5 2 2 7 35 
Nir Defence Bn. 155 2 18 6 T 
Engineer Bn. 220 ‘ 6 4 |9 
Signal Bn 180 6 " 6 lu 
Reconnaissance Co. 75 ] 6 ) 8 3 10 
Support Unitst 545 6 8 272 7 | 10 
*Support units include a parachute rigging and resupply battalion, a transport and maintenance battalion, a 


medical battalion and a chemical defence battalion, 


The Plates 


Since Soviet and Warsaw Pact élite units generally 
wear uniforms basically similar to those of the rest of 
their armies, we have concentrated in these plates 
mainly upon those items of dress, insignia and 
equipment which are peculiar to the specific 
branches of service covered in this book. 


IRGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT 


Soviet Air Assault Brigade* 


BMD-1 AFV 


Troops 
BRDM-. 


Brigade HQ. 


= 


Assault Bns. (2 600 64 64 12 
Airborne Bns. (2 600 18 14.36 6412 
Reconnaissance Co. 75 4 3 
Air Defence Bty 35 36 
Engineer Co. 55 
Signals Co. 60 
Artillery Bn 205 3 66 
An ink Buy 60 9 2 
Parachute 70 

Rigging Co. 


Transport Co. 


chemical 
Defence Pin 


Medical Co. 


Supply Co. 


*Provisional data 


Ar: Paratrooper, Soviet VDV; summer jump uniform, 
early 1960s 

The basic uniform is a field drab coverall 
kombinezon) which is peculiar to the VDV. The 
VDV emblem is evident on the sleeves, but no rank 
insignia are worn. The leather helmet is derived 
from the standard V VS helicopter crew helmet; it is 
currently in the process of replacement by a new 
type modelled on the winter jump helmet, but 
unlined and in olive green material. The parachute 
is the standard D-5, with Z-5 ventral reserve; this rig 
is used both for training and for combat, with a 
brightly coloured canopy in the training mode. 


TABLE 3: ORGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT 
Soviet Air Mobile Brigade* 


Brigade HQ 80 5 
Airborne Bns. (3 750 27 21 54 12 
Heavy Bn. 3755 3 718 6 
75 4 

Nir Defence Bry 35 3 6 
Engineer Co. 55 
Engineer Co. 
Signals Co. bo 
Mortar Bry 62 |6 
Anti-Tank Gun Bty. |60 6 
Anti-Tank Bty 60 9 
Transport Co. 70 
Chemical 

Defence Ptn. 10 
Medical Co. 25 


Supply Co. 
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A2: Paratrooper, Soviet VDV; winter jump uniform, early 
19805 

The winter gear includes a lined jacket, with a 
collar of synthetic fur ("fish fur’). Various headgear 
can be worn on the drop, including the normal 
Ground Forces pile ushanka; but the ribbed helmet is 
preferred for its protective features. It is derived 
from the winter tank crew helmet, but without 
earphones. Soviet paratroopers usually jump with 
the AKD assault rifle and a few magazines tucked 
behind the Z-5 ventral reserve pack. 


A3: Soviet VDV Air Assault Division sleeve patch 
A4: Variation —Air Assault Brigade patch (provisional ) 


TABL ORGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT 


Soviet Naval Infantry Regiment 


Regimental HO bo 4 


Naval Infantry 
Bns (3 


102 9 Biļ279 9 


Tank Bn. i88 |3 gijo 


Reconnaissance 
Co, 30 3 lolala 


Anti-Tank Bty. 30 6 


Multiple Rocket 
Buy o 6 


Air Defence Biy. |58 


Engineer Co 70 
Signal Co. 37 2 
Chemical 
Defence Co. — 36 v 
‘Transportation 
Co. 74 
Supply Co. 39 
Maintenance Co. | 57 
Medical Co 27 


Bi: Paratrooper, Soviet VDV; summer combat dress, early 
19805 
The VDV has been using increasingly the 
camouflage coveralls (kamuflirovanniy letniy maskirov- 
ochniy kombinezon). These are a standard style 
adopted by the Ground Forces in the 1970s; the 
one-piece coverall is the norm, but other cuts are 
available in the same material. Under this can be 
seen the striped shirt, traditional for Soviet naval 
élite units since the days of the Bolshevik 
Revolution, and owing its adoption by the VDV to 
the appointment of Maj. Gen. Margelov as VDV 
commander in the 1950s: Margelov had been in the 
Naval Infantry in the Second World War, and 


3 S 
E 
H £ 8 
8 zs 
* x = 
Div. HQ. 100 6 6 
Airbo Regts. 

1 m m al los 
Artillery Bn. 240 12 6 12 T 
Air Defence Bn. 135 " 18 12 
Anti-Tank Bry. 45 9 9 
Transport Bn. 165 12 6 
Engi Co. 65 4 12 
Signals Bn. 120 " 4 6 
Reconnaissance 

Co. 60 4| |8 6 
Support Units** 456 3 8 6 
*Data on this unit is very sketchy and this chart should be 


regarded as provisional 
**Support units include a parachute rigging company, a medical 
company and chemical defence battalion 


(A) Rucksack (B) weapons bag (C) rifle case. 


ordered the shirt to emphasise the élite nature of the 
VDV. In the 1960s the VDV wore a red beret, like 
most Western paratroop but 
sequently changed to this pale blue headgear, in 
with the 


formations; sub- 


keeping with the traditionally close tic 
VVS—Air Force. The SVD sniper's rifle reminds us 
that such weapons are distributed to a far gr 
extent within Soviet formations than is the case in 
comparable Western formations. 


ater 


B2: Soviet ‘Spetsnaz’ in KGB Border Guards uniform, 
early 1980s 

"The Spetsnaz units do not have their own uniforms, 

but adopt standard Soviet uniforms as the oc 


asion 


warrants. This particular soldier wears an outfit 
typical of those worn by the Border Guards in the 
current fighting in Afghanistan: the camouflage 
coveralls, with the tropical field hat issued to Border 
Guards and Ground Forces units in Central Asia 
and the Soviet Far East, where summer tempera- 
tures are extremely high. As well as the silenced 
AKS, he carries an RPG-18 rocket launcher, which 
is popular for general fire support as well as for anti- 
tank use. 


B3: Soviet Mountain Infantryman, early 1980s 
Among several items of clothing and equipment 
peculiar to the Mountain Infantry units, this dark 


During combat jumps, Soviet paratroopers also add their rucksack and a special weapons bag 
under the dorsal ‘chute pack. The weapons bag is released after leaving the 
tether about 15 ft below the paratrooper. A rifle case is currently rigged behind the left shoulder 


ircraft, to dangle on a 


This official photo shows the service dress adopted by the 
VDV in the 1960s. It is ofa lighter olive/khaki shade than that of 
the rest of the Army, and bears distinctions in pale blue, 
reflecting the traditional link with the Soviet Air Force. The 
striped sailor shirt was introduced in the 1950s by Gen. 
Margelov, a Second World War veteran of the Naval Infantry. 
(Sovfoto) 


field drab coverall is immediately noticeable; it has 
lengths of elastic sewn into the fabric to hold the 
leggings close. Some Soviet troops in Afghanistan 
have been painting their helmets with sand- 


coloured camouflage blotches, as here. These troops 
are issued a rather rare commodity in the Soviet 


Union 


sunglasses. 


Ci: Officer, Soviet VDV armoured unit, early 19805 

He wears the normal garrison working dress of 
VDV officers assigned to BMD units. The tank crew 
coveralls have the distinctive chest patch of the 
Armoured Forces; but the VDV’s distinctive service 
dress cap, derived from the Air Force cap (and 
known by the slang term ‘SS cap’ for its high front), 
clearly identifies this officer’s exact branch of 
service. He is armed with the AKR sub-machine 
gun, which is now becoming a standard personal 
weapon for armoured vehicle crews. 


VDV paratroopers are presented with watches by the 
commander of the Air Assault Forces, Army Gen. D. 
Sukhorukov, during a ceremony in 1984. They wear a new 
pattern of uniform which more closely resembles that of other 
Warsaw Pact forces—note the shoulder pocket. (Sovfoto) 


: Paratroope 
19805 

The normal field service dress consists of the drab 

coverall shown on Plate A; 

working wear, the Soviet paratrooper embellishes it 

the Russian sold 

has traditionally worn his decorations even in 


Soviet VDV; field service dress, early 


but for day-to-day 


with his distinctive emblems: r 
battle. Today there are many varieties: Guards unit 
badges, specialist and parachute qualification 
badges, even DOSAAF parachute badges. This 
soldier is armed with an AKD assault rifle; this is a 
special version of the AKS-74 with a sideways- 
folding stock for airborne use. It is fitted with the 
new BG-15 40 mm grenade launcher. 


KGB Border Guard, field service dress, early 1980s 
The Border Guards have traditionally relied upon 
the Ground Forces for their uniforms. However, in 
the early 1980s they were the first to introduce this 
new uniform (kamuflirovanniy kurtki) which combines 
the standard Soviet camouflage fabric with a more 
traditional 's cut. The Border Guards 
shoulder boards and collar tabs are of normal 
Ground Forces style, but in their distinctive green 
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rvice dr 


colour; the Cyrillic lettering on the shoulder boards 
is ‘PV’ for Border Guards, and ‘VV’ for the Interior 
Army. The normal service dress cap also displays 
the green branch-of-service colour. 


Di: Soviet Naval Infantryman, combat dress, 197: 
This figure displays the older pattern of $ 
camouflage coveralls, which have been in use s 
the 1960s; this is still to be scen, in dwindling 


'oviet 


nce 


numbers, particularly among Soviet Naval In- 
fantry and in some Warsaw Pact armies. The 
standard SSh-60 steel helmet has an outline red star 
on the front—a common Naval Infantry practice 
and an anchor insignia on the side. 


Soviet Naval Infantryman, combat dress, 198 
Like the Ground Forces and the VDV, the Naval 
Infantry have been adopting the new-pattern 
camouflage clothing since the 1970s. This soldier 
wears the Naval Infantry’s black beret; compare 
this enlisted ranks’ cap badge with the slightly 
different officers’ pattern shown on E1, and note 


that the red-pennant-and-gold-anchor badge is 
worn on both sides of the beret. The weapon 
illustrated is the 9P54M, which fires the 9M32M 
Strela II anti-aircr *SA-7 Grail’ in 
NATO parlance. When the missile is fired the 
whole tube assembly is disposable, leaving only the 
lower firing gripstock, which is carried in this 


ft missile 


special canvas holster. 


D3: Soviet Naval Infantry sleeve patch 


: Captain 2nd Rank, Soviet Naval Infantr 
field service dress, 1985 
This uniform is patterned after the Ground Forces 


summer 


style, but in black rather than olive drab material. 
The distinctive blue and white striped shirt is worn 
by all ranks with field dress. The field quality 
shoulder boards, in black with red braid, identify 
the exact rank by the number of stripes and stars. 
The sleeve badge is the branch insignia of the ? 
Infantry—other elements of the Soviet Navy wear 


val 


similar badges of various designs. This officer is 
armed with an APS Stechkin automatic pistol with 
a wooden holster-stock. 


E2: Soviet Naval Infantryman, winter field dress, 198: 
Again, a direct copy of the Ground Forces 


Naval Infantry of the Black Sea Fleet in winter combat dress. 
In naval service the standard Soviet Army SSh-6o steel helmet 
ften emblazoned with an outline red star on the front, just 
ible here under the camouflage netting. (Sovfoto) 


equivalent uniform, but in black. The shoulder 
boards display the Cyrillic "BF" identifying the 
Baltic Fleet Naval Infantry Regiment; the single 
stripe indicates the rank of senior seaman. As well as 
the red outline star, the helmet bears a painted 
version of the Naval Infantry pennant. He is armed 


with the RPKS (RPK-74), 
standard RPK squad automatic weapon. 


the new version of the 


Eg: Soviet Naval Infantry tank crewman, 1985 
Armoured vehicle crews of the ? 


Naval Infantry wear 
dark blue coveralls of similar cut to the Ground 
Forces equivalent, with the distinctive striped shirt. 
This soldier is identified as a vehicle commander, 
and therefore a sergeant, by the numbers stencilled 
“532-1 
turret number "5327. 
flags for signalling to other vehicles during periods 
Naval 


on his coveralls: i.e. commander of vehicle 


mmanders carry a set of 


of radio silence. He wears the normal 


Infantry beret and cap badge. 


Fr: Paratrooper, Polish 6 PDPD: jump uniform, 1970 
"The Polish 6th Pomeranian Air Assault Division (6 
PDPD) wear uniforms virtually identicz 


to those of 


the rest of the Polish Army. This man wears the old- 
pattern field uniform, which had splinter-pattern 
camouflage patches as well as the more common 
‘rain-drop’ scheme: one of several varieties of 
camouflage pattern used by the Poles, and similar 
to materials which have also been employed by the 
The old-pattern jump 
The 
emblem is one of several similar geometric shapes 
worn within the 6 PDPD; their significance is not 


certain, but they may have been battalion patches. 


Czechs and Bulgarians. 


headgear had folding ear-pieces. shoulder 


The parachute is the Polish version of the Soviet 


D-3, with Z-1P ventral reserve. 


Paratroop officer, Polish 6 PDPD; 


service dress, 


summer field 
1985 

This senior lieutenant in the current field service 
PDPD's red beret. 
sclected in 1963 under the astonishingly mistaken 
impression that the Polish Airborne Brigade of the 
Second World War British 
paratrooper’s maroon headgear—in fact, of course, 
The silver braid Piast 


uniform wears the 6 It was 


had worn the 


the Poles wore pale blue-grey. 


eagle, the current Polish national emblem, is worn 
centrally on the beret, above rank insignia; this 
latter is repeated on the shoulder straps!. The 


Parachute Instructor's Badge is worn above the 
right breast pocket. He is armed with the PM 63 
machine pistol, and wears its holster and pouch. 


Erratum 


braid shoulder strap edging is shown in error and should be 


An interesting group of Naval Infantry in the black field 
service uniform. Both the lieutenant-colonel in the foreground 
and the petty officer behind his right shoulder wear parachute 
qualification badges—an increasing number of Soviet Naval 
Infantry personnel are being jump-trained. (Sovfoto) 


F3: Paratrooper, Polish 6 PDPD; winter combat dress, 
1985 
The Polish Army’s standard winter field jacket 
comes in both camouflage and plain olive drab 
patterns. On his shoulder this man displays the 
current formation patch of the 6 PDPD. The 
current red and white divisional patch is com- 
plemented by about 15 other colour variations 
which may be used to distinguish companies. The 
padded paratrooper’s helmet is one of the few 
distinctive elements of the division’s field dress, and 
is worn only by the 6 PDPD and the Podhale WOP 
Mountain Brigade. He carries the PKM light 
machine gun, which is used to provide supporting 
fire at longer range than the lighter RPK squad 


automatic, 


F4: Current 6 PDPD divisional shoulder patch 
F5: Unidentified unit shoulder patch, within 6 PDPD, 
19705 


Gi: Warrant officer, Polish 7 LDDM; summer field 
service dress, 19705-805 

"This junior WO wears the standard field uniform of 
the Army, as the 7th Luzycka Naval Assault 
Division—although the closest Warsaw Pact 
equivalent to the US Marines—is in fact an Army 
formation and not part of the Polish Navy. The 
distinctive uniform items are the blue beret and 
divisional shoulder patch. 


: Naval Assault Infantryman, Polish 7 LDD M ; winter 
combat dress, 1985 

"This uniform is essentially similar to that of the rest 

of the Army, apart from the divisional shoulder 

patch. The steel helmet has a cloth cover instead of 


the more usual netting; there are small loops for 
attaching foliage camouflage, and an embroidered 
Polish eagle badge on the front. The weapon shown 
here is the PMK-DGN-60, a Polish derivative of the 
AKM capable of launching a range of grenades 
this example is an anti-tank grenade. 


Mountain Infantryman, Polish Podhale WOP 
Mountain Brigade; service dress, 1985 

The Podhale Brigade retains the distinctive and 

traditional service and walking-out uniform of 

Polish mountain infantry from the period 1920-39. 

The hat and cape, based on the folk costume of the 
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Soviet Naval Infantry shoulder boards—black with yellow 
lettering, for enlisted men only: (1) Baltic Fleet (2) Black Sea 
Fleet (3) Northern Fleet (4) Pacific Fleet. Shoulder boards of (5) 
Soviet Army—pale blue with yellow lettering for VDV 
paratroops; (6) Border Guards—yellow lettering on green; (7) 
Interior Army—yellow lettering on dark red; and (8) KGB 
Special Units—yellow lettering on royal blue. 


Podhale region of the Polish 
tains, 


Carpathian moun- 
peculiar to this unit. The edelweiss 
emblem is a 


addition, however: the old 
mountain infantry insignia of the pre-1939 period 
incorporated short-armed ika in their 
design. The field dress of this unit is conventional, 
differing from standard Polish infantry patterns 
only in the use of the padded paratrooper-style 
helmet. 


new 


swa: 


G4: Polish 7 LDDM divisional shoulder patch 
G5: Polish Podhale WOP Mountain Brigade shoulder 
patch 


Hi: Paratroop officer, Czechoslovak 
Regiment; field service dress, 1980 
This paratroop officer wears 19 


ond Airborne 


pattern Czecho- 
slovak camouflaged field uniform—in fact, the 
standard camouflage uniform for the whole Army, 
although often wrongly identified as ‘airborne 
camouflage dress’. Although still seen in use as late 
as 1980, this pattern has been gradually phased out 
of service. Distinctive features identifying the 22nd 
Airborne Regiment are the red beret, with its lion 
cap badge, and the regimental patch on the upper 
sleeve. In the field, the red beret gives way to a less 
conspicuous dark grey-brown beret. The Czechos- 
lovak Army wear rank insignia above the right 
breast pocket of field uniform, and this figure 


displays the single gold star between two lines of 
braid which indicates a sub-lieutenant. On service 
dress ranking is worn on the shoulder boards, with a 
silver arm-of-service insignia. The weapon is the 
Skorpion machine pistol. 


H2: Paratrooper, Cz 

summer combat dress, 16 
Contemporary Czechoslovak field dress is not 
significantly different from those of the other 
Warsaw Pact armies, although Czech uniforms 
tend to be of a slightly greyer background shade, 


echoslovak 22nd Airborne Regiment; 


Polish uniforms slightly greener, and German 
slightly browner. The two steel pips over the right 
breast pocket identify this soldier as a corporal. He 
wears the Czechoslovak paratrooper helme! 
armed with the vz.58, a variation on the AKM 


and is 


H3: Czechoslovak 22nd Airborne Regiment sleeve patch 
H4: Czechoslovak airborne troops’ arm-of-service insignia 
Hs: Czechoslovak 22nd 


Regiment 


Vehicle marking, Airborne 


Ir: Unterfeldwebel, NVA goth Airborne Battalion; winter 
walking-out uniform, 1985 
The walking-out dress of the East German airborne 


battalions is essentially similar to that of the rest of 
the GDR’s army; and in many respects it recalls 
[t 
'The arm-of-service colour is bright orange-red, 
displayed not only at collar, shoulder and cuff but 
also as a beret—for enlisted ranks bearing a small 
gold, black and red version of the GDR's national 
emblem, and for officers the same badge partly 


srman military traditions of an earlier generation. 


enclosed by silver oak leaves. (The orange beret 
was, supposedly, selected in preference to the usual 
maroon to commemorate the colour of a cap worn 
during the 15th century rebellions in 
Germany.) The collar patches are orange, and bear 


peasant 


silver-grey parachute-and-wing devices; they are 
he traditional Tresse 


edged in silver for officers. ^ 
braid edging is worn on the collar by NCO ranks 
and the shoulder straps indicate rank, NCO status, 
ervice in exactly the same way as the 


and arm-ol 
old Wehrmacht shoulder straps, though in cheaper 


modern materials. This enlisted man wears a line of 


silver-grey piping round the top of the cuff; and two 
plain silver-grey Litzen bars on the cuff, with orange 
central ‘lights’—officers have the same piping, but 


A scout patrol of the 7th Luzycka Naval Assault Div. on 
exercise near Poland’s Baltic coast. The uniform is distin- 
guishable from that of the rest of the Army only by the blue 
service dress beret, and the divisional shoulder patch, just 
le here on the winter combat jacket: see Plate G. 


fancier Litzen. The parachute emblem on the left 
forearm is the distinctive insignia of the airborne 


troops. 


12, 13: Paratroopers, NVA goth Airborne Battalion; 
summer combat dress, 1985 
Apart from the special paratrooper's helmet, and 
knitted details at neck and wrist, the only distinctive 
feature identifying the NVA airborne soldier is the 
grey-brown field beret, which substitutes for the 
excessively conspicuous orange headgear when 
troops ‘tactical’. Although I2 the 
standard Warsaw Pact RPG-7 grenade backpack, 
note that he carries the interesting RPG-7D 
variant, which can be disassembled into two parts 
to shorten the launch tube for the convenience of 


are wears 


paratroopers. 


Jı: Bulgarian paratrooper, combat dress, 1980s 

The Bulgarian Army employs a multi-colour 
'splinter/rain-drop' camouflage pattern; there are a 
number of different field uniforms, but that worn by 
this paratrooper is essentially similar to that of the 
rest of the army. Bulgarian airborne troops wear a 
brown leather helmet derived from that of the tank 
crews, but without earphones. 
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The Romanian 161st Parachute Regt. is the only major 
airborne unit of the ASRS. Like many of the smaller Warsaw 
Pact airborne elements, it lacks the substantial armoured 
vehicle assets of comparable Soviet units. Note the special 
paratrooper helmet, and the collar and shoulder insignia; two 
yellow stripes across the shoulder strap, piped pale blue, 
identify a paratroop corporal. 


J3: Bulgarian Mountain Infantrymen, summer field 
dress, 1985 

The Bulgarian mountain infantry wear one of the 
more distinctive Warsaw Pact uniforms; it is 
notable for the extensive and unusual integral 
padding, and for the areas of black material 

m 

this 


nforcement, perhaps? Of fairly recent adoption, 
may be taken into y the 
paratroopers. One of the unique features of the field 
uniform is the beret in camouflage mater 


uniform use by 


worn 
with a tricolour national flash. The rappelling 
from its colour, to be of 


harness appears, 


commercial design. 


Ki: Paratrooper, Romanian 161st Parachute Regiment; 
summer jump uniform, 1980s 

The current Romanian paratrooper 

and jump gear; the helmet is of Romanian design. 

The pale blue arm-of-service colour is displayed on 

collar tabs of traditional Romanian shape. His 

weapon is the Romanian version of the AKM, 


field uniform 


which has a unique foregrip. 
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Romanian Mountain Infantryman, summer field 
service dress, 19805 
The Romanian mountain infantry regiments retain 
the khaki drab beret traditional since the 1930s. 
The arm-of-service colour, dark green, is displayed 
on the collar tabs; and on the shoulder straps as 
edging to the transverse rank stripes in gold 
stripes identify a corporal. The arm-of-service 
insignia is pinned ‘inboard’ of the ranking. The 


two 


special mountain boots, worn with turned-down 


are peculiar to the mountain troops. This 
es the FPK, a derivative of the Soviet 
rifle. 


soldier 
SVD snipe 


K3: Bulgarian airborne troops’ arm-of-service insignia 

K4: Vehicle marking, Romanian 161st Parachute Regt. 
the arm-of-service insignia is the same, in 
bronze 

K5: Romanian mountain troops’ arm-of-service insignia 


L: Soviet Bloc élite forces insignia: 
Li: East German combat swimmer insignia. Z 
Soviet VDV vehicle insignia, Guards Air Assault 


Divisions. L3: Polish paratroop instructor's badge. 
L4: Polish paratrooper's qualification badge. L5 
East German paratrooper's qualification badge. 
L6: Soviet paratrooper's qualification badge. Z 
Soviet master paratrooper's badge. 18: Soviet 
paratroop instructor's badge. L hoslovak 
paratrooper's qualification badge. L10: Czechos- 
lovak 


lovak master 


lovak p: 


paratrooper's badge. L 
atroop instructor's badge. 


One of the new Bulgarian mountain infantry units on exercise 
in 1984, wearing the latest multi-tone camouflage uniform and 
matching beret—see Plate J. 


- 


Commander: Army General D. S. Sukhorukov 
īst Deputy Commander: Lt. Gen. Y. Kurochkin 
Chief of Staff: Lt. Gen. P. Pavlenko 


6th Guards ‘Kremenchug-Znamenka’ Air 
Assault Division 
(Far Eastern Military 
Belogorsk-Khabarovsk) 
14th Guards Air Assault Regiment 
17th Guards Air Assault Regiment 
20th Guards Air Assault Regiment 
8th Guards Air Assault Artillery Regiment 


District; base, 


76th Guards ‘Chernigov-Brest Litovsk-Kovel- 

Elnya’ Air Aslt. Div. 

(Leningrad MD; base, 
234th Guards Ai 
237th Guards Ai A 
239th Guards Air Aslt. 
154th Guards Air Aslt. Arty. Regt. 


102nd Guards ‘Svir-Petrozavodosk’ Air Aslt. 
Div. 
(Odessa MD; base, Kishniev) 

1061st Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 

1063rd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 

1065th Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 

850th Guards Air Aslt. Arty. Regt. 


Ns 


Order of Battle of the Soviet VDV Air Assault Force 


103rd Guards Air Aslt. Div. 
Limited Contingent of Soviet 
Afghanistan; base, Kabul/Bagram) 
393rd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
583rd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
688th Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 

271st Guards Air Aslt. Arty. Regt. 


104th Guards Air Aslt. Div. 
Transcaucasus MD; base, Kirovabad) 
217th Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
242nd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
273rd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
290th Guards Air Aslt. Arty. Regt. 


Forces 


106th Guards "Zabaikal-Dniepr' Air Aslt. 
Div. 
Moscow MD; base, Tula-Ryazan) 
43rd Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
188th Guards Air Aslt. Regt. 
236th Guards Ai 
352nd Guards 


Air Aslt. Arty. Regt. 


107th (7th?) Guards 'Cherkassy' Air Aslt. Div. 
Baltic MD; base, Kaunus) 


(Left) The Polish paratrooper instructor's badge: see Plate L3. 
(Right) The Soviet paratrooper instructor's badge, with the 
100-jump feature attached, and a supplementary tab hooked to 
the bottom to mark a further 25 jumps. This tab is marked ‘10° 
on one side and ‘25’ on the other. See Plate L8. 


Notes sur les planches en couleur 


Ar Les insignes de combinaison et de m; 
le casque est dérivé d 

dorsal) et le 2-5 (v 
fourrure synthétique 


permettre de reconnaitre les VDV: 


rure de poisson'—et le casque doublé 
modèle de l'équipage de char. Le fusil AK D et des chargeurs sont poussés derrière 
le parachute ventral. Ag, Ag Insignes de manche des Divisions ct des Brigades 
@assaut aérien VDV, respectivement 


Farbtafeln 


Ar Die Abzeichen auf dem Overall un 
Helm 
Fallschirme si 
Winterjacke n 
Helm fur Panzerbe 
werden hinter den Bodenfallschirm geworfen. Ag, A4 Armelabzeiche 
Luftangritisdivisionen bzw. -brigaden der VDV 


